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‘State union
|meehng on |
Ehospltals

ALBANY, N. Y. (AP) — State|
and union officials scheduled an-
lother round of meetings today
\after eleventh-hour efforts fail-
‘ed to avert the threat of a work
stoppage at state mental hos.|
pitals. 1 t

The wunion announced last
week that the work stoppage
would be initiated at the Creed-
|moor State Hospital in Queens
|Village. Hospital officials trans-
Iferred or sent home about half
iof the 6,300 patients.

: Dr. Alan D. Miller, commis-
\sioner of the Mental Hyglene
Department, declared a ‘‘state
of emergency” Sunday night at
the hospital in what was de-

scribed as a precautionary
move,

URGED STOPPAGE

Council 50 of the American|
JFederation of State, County and|
iMunicipal Employes, AFL-CIO,|
‘called for the work stoppage.

A strike vote at Willowbrook
|State School on Staten Island is
not expected for at least two
weeks, according to union of-
ficials. They predicted that Wil-

lowbrook, the largest institution
lin the stale, would be “among
|the last” to be struck.

! The union is demanding thatl
|the state hold an election to de- |
itermine the bargaining agent
for ward service personnel at
|the 24 hospitals operated by the!
|State Mental Hygiene Depart*-
jment. It also wants the state to
smp talks with the Civil Service
Employes Association, which
Gov. Rockefellér has designated
as the temporary bargaining
agent for the ward service work !
ers.

A special three-man panel
named by the Public Employes
Relation Board conducted med.|
iation sessions over the week-|
'end among representatives of|
Council 50, the governor’s of-
fice, . and- the: Staf.g Mentﬁl Hy-
giene Depariment, 's ses

mmlastefim it ,3.mj
day, befor
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CALLED CORDIAL - S
A spokesman for the PERB|

described the sessions as cord-

ial and conducted ‘“‘without anf‘
tagonism.” The special panel
and Alton G. Marshall, as seel
relary to Gov. Rockefeller, met!
in a hotel room in Albany and|
talked by telephone to Morton
Shaprio, international represent-
ative for the union, in New
York City. .

The state agency said Satur
day that all of its hospitals had

_been asked to send as many pa-

tients home as possible in view
of the anticipated emergency.
The 24 hospitals house about
75,000 patients. |

Gov. Rockefeller has said hej
would invoke the state’s Taylor|
Law if the union “tries to makeé
a state hospital for the mental-
ly ill a testing ground for a jur-
isdictional question.”

The law prohibits strikes by‘
public employes. A violating un-
ion could be fined and its lead-
ers. liuled




