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—{  Willowbrook Stale School will

a threalened series of strikes
at slale mental hygicne insti-
tutions hegins, ' as scheduled,
next Monday.

Leamon  Hood, organizing
representative at {he loeal in-
stitution, said wunion members

‘there have not yet been asked

for a strike vole,

He said, however “The sirike
Jvnte has alrcady been taken
.among state institutions in {he
New York metropolitan area,”
!and the instifutions to be
istruck first will be announced
today.
| Those siriking would be
| members of the American Fed-

not be immediately affected ifl!

jeration of State, County and
{ Municipal Employes, Couneil
50, of the ATL-CIO. ;

Hood added that the Island
institution could eventually be
involved, “if the governor con-
ilinues to renege on his promise
of last year {o allow state em.
ployes to vote on who they
want to represent them.”

The trouble began last year
when Gov. Rockefeller designa-
ted the Civil Service Employes
Association as bar gaining
agents for 142,000 state em.|
ployes [or a one-year period.
Approximately 105,000 of these
are mental hygicne employes.

The year will be up Nov. 15,
‘but the federation is protest-

ing the governor's current ne-
gotiations  with the associa- i
tion for a three-year contract
and what it alleges to be his
“rencwed recognition of the
'CSEA as  bargaining agent.”
! Harold Newman, director of
the stale’s Public Employment
Relations Board, said the federa-| -

protested the recognition of the
associalion as sole bargaining
agent for state employes. :
He added that the bhoard's
members are now considering|®
a proposal o provide for six
bargaining unils instead of|.
one, but ‘‘they have not yet
Qad an opportunity to make
ruling.”

| Hood said there will he no _: !

Uslrike “if the governor will
¢ meel with the commitlees of
the local unions hefore (next
Monday) and come to some |
sorl of constructive agree- |*
" ment.” 1

So far, he claimed, Rockelel-|i

. lhealth

"|such " a move against ‘“‘these

oul,” a speeial session of (he
Legislature if a sirike  were|.
ijcalled. .
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Both the CSEA aud Hood's
organization have cspoused the
strike threal in seeking  their
demands. The ¢ oncessions
they are secking are fairly
similar, chiefly differing  in
wage increases and retirement
‘and health care henefits, The
Civil Service Employes Associ-
ation is presently negotiating
for an across-the-bhoard $1,200
wage increase for its membors,
The AFL-CIO unit is sceking
a $1,600 raise and a minimum
wage of $6,000. - )

Hood asserted that turpover

Ui’y

“at Willowbrook is high, claim-

ing “about 1,500 employes left
last year and it costs about
$240 to {rain each employe.”
He claims the turnover is
due to low wages, heavy
work loads and poor job
sceurily. “People are [lired or
given the aplion {o resign and
nol even told why,” said
Hood.
Concerning the bargaining
man at CSEA headquarters
Albany said, “What the
governor has_done is well with-
in the law and enlirely sup-

. [ported by it. The Taylor Law

provides that a public * em-
ployer can set up a proper
bargaining unit for its em-
ployes and, once thal unit is
sel up, can also set up a bar-
gaining agent.” :

The spoliesman continued,
“The AFL-CIO's Council 50
represents only about 10,000
state  employes, while the,
CSEA represents about 30,000.
I think if more employes
wanted to be represented byi
Council 50, they would have
joined it .and made their pre-|
ference. Jknown in ° that]
manner.” \

Hood, disputing both mem-|
bership figures, stated that the!
association ‘claim s “'mis-|
leading because many
employes think that because
they are civil service em-|
ployes they have to join the]
CSEA. And it’s a fact that no
state employe can get life and
insurance without
membership in the CSEA.”

Federation m e m b e rship
at  Willowhrook is close to
900, according {o union offi-
cials. Thomas. Dclancy, chap-
ter president of the CSEA
al the Island institution, puls
his  membership {otal at
1,700,

Concerning the strike threat,
Slate Sen. John Marchi said

human
{ragedy

defenscless
would be a

helpless,
beings

anlicipate, bul “would not rule

dgenl controversy, a spokes.

state:.

indeed.” e said he did not|
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