Seeks Homes

For Children

A number of residents of Wil-
lowbrook State School, from
toddlers to senior citizens, are
Vready and eager to return to
normal community life,

Some have heen prepared
for this step for months, but
lack of foster homes has kept
hem waiting.
ftil recently, Willowbrook’s
service department could
A« equately find and screen
for residents, But now,

ent, explamed the [am-
program.

epartment, which has 35
s in foster homes now,

for Island and Brooklyn famil-

; Jies who would like to accept a
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Wl!lowbrook resident in their
' homes, said Robert G.llSOl’l, the
department's dirgctor, = ¥
More than 100 '_ s
iinfants to person®win
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nning an intensive search:

sosv‘workers and are informed” of
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have been se]ected-and prepar- he entir bef :
ed by the staff for the transition m;;:l is eml::';eg ril?ter ::.;?dg:t
to community living. Workingig piaced, the department
much like any adoption or foSichecks periodically into his sta-

will “match” the resident to the
family.

The foster-care arrange-
ment, with monthly compen-
sation to the lamily by the
state, will continue ‘‘as long
as it meets mutual needs,
explained Gilson.

So far, he said, very few res-
idents have returned to Willow-
brook. In fact, many of the
younger residents grow up call-
ing their foster parents “Mom”

A\

vand “Pop” and don't leave the|

"home until they married.

Families of .any age and eth-
nic and denominational back-
.ground are eligible, added?Gil-
son. The only requisite is 'that
‘they “have a genuine humap,

‘terest in other people.” :

« Especially for infants,

dlars and school - age chﬂdﬁn, '
fz

ter-care agency, w‘“f’“’bru"kkus and offers counseling if nec-

.|s’and homes.

ssary.

Besides providing essentials
wuch as medical, dental and
jharmaceutical supplies and
lothing to residents under 18,
he state sees that school-age|
thildren are placed in public
ichool classes for the mentally
etarded, if necessary.

When the child is older, he
may attend vocational rehab-
ilitation or occupational train-
ing sessions.

The family-care program is|
ne of several at Willowbrook
thich center on returning the
[ﬂlowbrook resident to the
mmunity. Other activities in-
Jude working in local business-

ith only five social work-

n the past, we were never
e to establish potent1al fos-
,homes on the Island,” con-
led Gilson. “Now, with a
we can expand




