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By MAXINE SITTS wheri-they entered:: noy
are completely trained al el

A training program at Wil- 3 :
: partly trained. Nine could
lowbrook State School for sev- themselves; .now 38 canig

erely retarded children which .
involves intensive 24 - hour - a- could’, yesh theirs hanc
day care and strictly organized
learning activities is a success,| Thece and other figures \
:ﬁg:rdmg to an evaluation re- trating the pmgramg's . t; Ay
: will be submitted to the Héd

The report, which covers |Education and Welfare's
the progress of the first year \{al retardation
of the Hospital Improvement |They assure that the gran
Program, notes that over hall |be renewed for another
of the children, ranging in [Willowbrook can recei
age from 4 to 9, have pro- |money for 10 years on
gressed sufficiently to be pro- |newal basis. ]
moted out of the program. Not only children, but’

When 50 children entered the| tendants as well are lea
training in September of last| With HIP. Children’s
vear, practically none could| thers"” are rotated into
A new skill, like brushing teeth, 4 proud achievement wash their hands and face,| lar school programs ef
for the 4-to 9-vear-olds. brush their teeth or [eed them-| six months, {aking with §

’ selves, according to Dr. Milton| the experience of the i
Jacobs of Stapleton, who is in| sive iraining.
L el change of the program. N f
Ay s The youngsters have IQs children are ‘ﬁ?!
ranging from the 20s to the low
30s. Many were not able to
speak, nor could they under-
stand and respond to questions.
The Willowbrook plan, which !
received a $100,000 federal EAHY
grant from the Department of : !
Health, Education and Welfare, | ‘ ;
took the 50 children, and put
them in new cheerful prefab-
ricated buildings with two
wards, each containing a day-
room, classroom, dormitory
and toilet and bathing facilities.
b it An  occupational therapist,
£ PRy G, | recreation director and teacher
4 - : work with the children in
groups of 10, However, most
important tﬂ!g 3 x5
according to (Drs™ be; 1%
their "II'IID'LHB§ 1 ~atien
ants who 4 g
groups of 10 chi ne

Federal funds ‘cover ‘the"
professional staif and 10 |
attendants, but state lunds
are used to provide addition-
al attendants, and building |
facilities.

According to a progress re-
port, 11 of the 50 original chil-
dren were promoted out of the
program during the year. They
reached a point, according to
Dr. Jacobs, where they could
care for themselves adequate-
Iy, and where the professional
staff felt they would not re-
gress if they were placed with
the general population in the |
school, |

New children were admitted
when the 11 left, bringing the
total children in the program to
61. Of these, 36 (another 25 are
leaving this month) have heen
o . promoted.

2 Some of the program's ac-
- Many of the children in the intensive training program complishments: nine of the
learned to dress themselves in a few months. original 50 were toilet-trained

faces; now 42 can. Three, NEN:
brush their teeth; now 42 \; i

§.1. Advance Phetos by John Podula ’

Jacobs. “They
kids, but they
o their ma

el[_-help for young Willowbrook State §
egins with clean face and hands.
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