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School Boss

: The director of Willowbrook

Fike State School, Dr. Jack Ham-
mond, was awarded a distin-

i guished service citation by the
State Department of Mental
Hygiene recently at a Long

v Island conference of state

: men-
tal fnstitution directors, Hanlz-

¢ mond was honored for “major
improvements” in solving the

problems of overcrowding and:
rstaffing . a.t. the school. for
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Zoo Visit Educational
Miss Louise Cognata, a teacher at Willowbrook State
School, and Joshua Carlo, coordinating educational
supervisor, show mentally retarded children a corn
snake from North Carolina. The children visited the
Staten Island Zoo yesterday as part of an expanded
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To Willo;bfook

;‘:p My church handbell choir
geand I recently had the honor

u'of performing at the Protestant
church services at Willowbrook
State School.

So much criticism has been
made of the school and its staff
that I would like to just say
how impressed we all were with
the school, the grounds, and
most of all, with the behavior
of the children. They were
quiet, respectful, exceptionally
polite, and gave us such a
warm welcome we were im-
mediately at ease and felt' com-
pletely at home. . .

We all came away much en-
lightened and very impressed
with the good work the people
are doing at the school.

JANET A. SIGEL,

Director,
} Handbell Cheir
+ < First Py Vhrhl_»Church »
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. 'JReach Halfway Mark

Preparation of the Ocean| mark in its mental health con-

State School in Dix Hills.

Breeze site for the Staten Island
Institute for Research in Men-
tal Retardation mnext month
opens the second half of the
state’s $600-million mental
‘health construction program.
The $6.5-million, 1,000-bed
buildings is one of two mental
facilities in construction stages
in the state. The other is a $16.5-
million addition to the Suffolk

struction program. Included in
design plans is a $900,000 in-
tensive therapy center at Wil-
lowbrook State School.

The completed buildings in the
state, including medical-surgieal
units at Central Islip and Kings
Park and 12 buildings at Suf-
folk School, will accommodate

5,406 resident patients.
Buildings under construction
the Is-

and _design, including
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