Getting New
Therapy Unit

Gov. Rockefeller announced
vesterday that bids for con-
struction of a new intensive
therapy center for Willowbrook
State School will be opened
June 21.

Four contracls, valued at
about $900,000 for construction,
heating and ventilation and
sanitary and electrical sys-
tems, will be awarded. The bids
are now being accepted by the
State Department of Public
Works in Albany.

The center, said Dr. Jack
Hammond, director of the
school, has long been needed
and will serve about 750
youngsters aged 3 lo 10. !

“It is an intensive therapy’
unit designed to acquaint pre-
school children especially with
their environment,” he said,
“We have held such therapy
in every possible available
space here for the past iwo
years. The results were so re-
warding that we were con-
vinced of the worth of investing
in such a center.”

He added that teachers
had tried to pursue their train-
ing in the school lobbies and
slore rooms and that recrea-
tional therapy was even held in
the basement of the school.

The inconvenience was con-
sidered small in relalion to
the progress those youngsters
receiving the care showed “in
comparison with those who
did not,” said Dr. Hammond. |

“Retarded children at the
age of 3 should be made
aware of the common objects|
and ideas familiar to normal
children their age and young-
er,” he added.

Rockefeller said that “‘the
zoal of the intensive therspy

rogram is ilo bring BEeh]
whild up to his maxi
~tapabilities so that he ¥

ain from the formal qdus
ational and therapeutic ppg-
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e will be classrooms {hof
teachers, 10 occupationa
therapy rooms and 8 rooms for
physical therapy, plus two
large indoor recreational areas.
“Eventually, he added, “we
hope té have two outdoor play

areas.”
The one-story, 17,500-square-
e ical

"and *skylights will also illumi-
|nate the classrooms and will be

sel in rows on each side of
|
ithe roof.

Merz and Pasanella, Brook-
lyn archilects, designed the
center under the direclion of
the Menial Hygiene Facilities
Improvement Fund, which will
finance and build the project|
for the Department of Mental
Hygiene.

Classes will include singing,
circle games, marching and
other aclivities designed to
help hand, eye and muscle
coordination. Arts and ecrafts,
motivational development,
training in the activities of
daily living and an active
sports program also will be
fealured.




