Dr. Albert B, éabin, Children’s Hospi- ‘

tal Research Foundation, Cincinnati, said,
“The suggestion that nonmedical people
such as clergy also be on committees con-
sidering proposals for human experimen-
tation is in itself not objectionable, even

in the judgment and devotion to human
welfare of honored members of the med-

for judgment affecting the individual and
public health.”

Experiments Justified by Importance !

In his statement to

Role of Lega! Maturity

Dr. Charles J. Frankel, of the Univer-
sity of Virginia Hospital, Charlottesville,
went a step farther in his thinking to con-

" sider the rights of children when they
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ical profession on whom the public relies :

i

LR e . reach the age of legal maturity, regardless
though it is indicative of a lack of trust ! 5 . 5

of the consent of their parents when the
children were minors,

“If you will analyze the statement made
by Dr. Sabin,” he said, “you will note
that he states very clearly that he has
carried out experimentation, but only

. after full explanation or consent was ob-

MEDICAL NEws, '

Dr. Sabin said that “during th -
fAE 1a¢ course of remembered that, despite the fact that

my investigative carcer I have carried out

many experimental studies on human ~ a :
: - used in an experimental program, should

beings—medical students, young men in
state prisons or Federal reformatories,

; and children, includ- '
"y~ 'ing my own. The
. adults were persons

iy N . after a full explana-
' tion of the various
aspects of the study,

children, the parents
gave permission. It
has always scemed to
me that experiments
on human beings
were justified when
the questions asked
i were of great impor-
] tance to the control
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case and when the
) answers could not be
| gotten in any other
! way.
| “The polio and -
i ; i measles vaccines in
| current mass use
could not have been
developed without
tests on children. Any legisiation that
would prohibit such tests even when their
parents give written consent for such tests -
would be a tremendous hindrance to the
ultimate development of other vaccines
or drugs for the prevention or control of
diseases that are still an important source
of human misery. A vaccine for German
mecasles, currently i the final stages of
development, can never become available
without the necessary tests on children.”
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tained from adults and from parents
where children were involved. It must be

parents give permission for children to be
anything untoward happen the child can

sue in his own right after he reaches ma-
turity. There have been a number of cases

© where suits have become active 12 to 15

o \ who volunteered .

years after the onset of alleged negligence.
“I find the use of children at Willow-
brook a little more fraught with difficul-

ties. A parent who gives permission for

and in the case of

“~. 1 or prevention of dis-

a mentally retarded child to be used in an
experimental project is frequently abdicat-
ing the rights of the child to some sort of
unseen or covert pressures, Where chil-
dren who will never be competent are
involved, it is customary for the court to
be considered as their coguardians, espe-
cially in cases where there is some doubt
about the manner in which the parents are
conducting themselves so far as the best
interest of the child is concerned. -

“I see no valid cbjection to having an
informed court rely on the judgment of
oy the miedical experts

who are not involved
. in a research project.
© The clergy and per-
haps nonmedical
people should cer-
. tainly also have a
i voice in the use of
children in experi-
mental projects.”

Dr. Frankel said it
is his personal belief
that investigation
should be carried out only after the canons
of medical ethics, as well as the local and
state regulations, are met fully. If these
regulations seem to hold up medical prog-
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ress, he said, then certainly medical asso-.

ciations have enough influence to support
legislation to bring about the nécessary
changes. {

Answers Should Justify Discomfoit

In Dr. Sabin’s opinion, the issue is how. -.

to make certain that only truly important
questions are asked in human experiments
; and that the answers justify the discomfort
. and possible risks to which the subjects
' are subjected. He said the requirements by
the Research Grants Division of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health—that applicants
for grants including human experimenta-
tion first obtain approval for their project
from an independent committee of physi-
* cians appointed by their institution—pro-
: vide a valid safeguard and should be a re-
quirement for all experiments on human
; beings supported by grants from the Gov-
" ernment,
“Suggestions that the judgment of such
committees of medical experts must be
. implemented by a court order when chil-
- dren with their parents’ consent are in-
volved seems to me an unnecessary meas-
' ure, since the court would also require ¢x-

pert medical judgment on the issues in- .

- 'volved in the proposed study,” he said.



