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Furor Over Resecarch and Consent

L.

be charged that indigent patients were
being used as guinea pigs in some pub-
lic hospitals here.

5 ﬁ . Within a week, some of the examples
E he cited were being flatly denicd by med- -
;‘ 3 First of two articles

5 ical spokesmen, others were acknowl-
A edged as partly true but “distorted,” and
a series of experiments that he had not
initially mentioned was brought to light
by hospital authoritics who said the pro-
cedures were contrary to reg: !stions.

The charges were made by $::19 Sen.
Seymour R. Thules of <}irens, who re-
: | el Sl cently bas leveled a
- z J 7 string of arcweasimpe
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T phal a%iwtions with -
; voluntary hospitals
£ and medical schools.
Princpal among
the enarges, for
which he said he
would offer docu-
mentary oroof later, .
were these:
0. Alcoholics admitted to Bellevue Hos-
pxtal_wcrc subjected to necdle biopsies of
t}fc liver for “rescarch” purposes, and the
biopsies caused the death of five out of
1,000 such patients. '
® Surgical instruction at Harlem Hospi-
‘, tal has resulted in the amputation of chil-
dren’s congenitally deformed limbs, in-
stead of the more usual rehabilitation pro-
cedures, and at least one hysterectomy on
a 23-year-old woman without her consent,
® Five hundred or more mentally re-
tarded children, aged three to nine, at
Willowbrook State School were injected -
with live hepatitis virus in a research p 1
gram. e o 4y
The conflict spread within hours after - |
the speech was delivered. In short order, =
one or another spokesman for all the 7|
accused institutions rejected the charges. 4
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Charges Focus on Ethic
| In Institutional Setting

Medical Tribune Staff Report .

New York—A state legislator from this city started a front-page contro in §
the lay press about the ethics of medical research and cxpcrirgexglts on hur‘:fa?b: 4

.  ings with an hour-long specch on the floor of the State Senatet in Albany in

-sense a research procedure, they'te am
. essential part of good medical care,” said

<22 i o

Some: of the specific replies to the ch
® Liver 'biopsies at Bellevue are “in mo

Dr. Lewis Thomas, dean of the New
University School of Medicine. D,
Thomas, former chief of N.Y.U. med!
services at the hospital, said pathelog
records “for the last five years showed
one death caused by liver biopsy.” & ¥
® Harlem Hospital records show *ne
pediatric limb amputations at all,” accords
ing to Dr. James B. Parris, the institution’s
chief resident in surgery. As to the hystess -
ectomy, he said it was “unthinkable™ that

such a procedure would be done withesg
A palinls censiat or medical necessigy.

" “We havy y
i ¢+ New York City hos- - v 10 bysierestonieg

week in the routine surgical service,™ he
said, “which is more instructional my

' than anybody needs.” %0
® At Willowbrook State School on Staten |
Island a hepatitis immunization research ||

program has been going on for the past
(1 emes T T 11 years undera WS,
) ™, § Army contragt, Dr.
- # Alan D. Miller, coms
| missioner of the state |
. Department of Men~
tal Hygicne, $aid it
has resulted /in s
“80to 85 per cem*m,;g
duction of this dise '
ease at Willowbraok |
for both patients and.

diole”
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tional to say that retarded children are
being injected with hepatitis virus, but it
Jeaves out a lot of the story.” Equally im-
went, he indicated, are the facts that
# child enters the program without
n consent by fully informed parents,
a susceptible child is not injected
cpatitis virus he will get the disease
y, because hepatitis is endemic at
brook, and (3) hepatitis is a rela-

s¢ly impossible to detect for whatitis.”
a more general rebuttal, the Com-
#e¢ of Interns and Residents, which
s cnts house officers in the city’s hos-
% said that Senator Thaler’s “smear
| §care tactics . . . not only falsely
#gn the ability and integrity of the
g& staff physicians who service the city

o8¢| hospitals and thereby inevitably
sg such patients to be fearful of and to

(@ nccessary treatment.™

o ~" by Bellevue Resident

%, sicary F. Ryan, chairman of the
i giitee and a surgical pathology resi-
G | * st Bellevue, challenged Senator
3 r to “produce some case numbers
~#&pything . . . on those liver biopsies.”
jid that Bellevue pathology records
et no liver biopsy deaths for the past
"9t cven seven years” in spite of the
#hat the procedure is done on the
e of once a day. .
#ddition to the intimidation of pa-
hat the charges are expected to
e, Dr. Ryan said, he foresees “a
nd effect on resident recruitment”
ity’s hospitals.
tor Thaler, in a television inter-
“pcknowledged that some effects of

‘peech were worrisome, “I think I
“have done a slight disservice to the

i “When I get calls at home from

e Votlowbrook  sdiministratar, Ur.v‘_i;
ek Tlammond, added, “It may be sensa- § 2 : : .
% me in a hospital and I'm afraid to go,’ I

' even think it appropriate to get written
. consent.”
mild disease in children, often

nity at large,” he was quoted as -

1T

people who say, ‘My coctor wants 10 put

begin to question whether this should be
debated in public view.” -

But he also indicated he had not ceased
to question whether “informed conseat”
was valid from the subjects of some medi-
cal research in city hospitals. And he
alluded to studies in which “doctors didn't

> ada

Written consent from research sub-
jects is required by city hospital r‘cgula-
tions, as is authorization for experiments
by the city’s Commissioner of Hospitals.
But in 2 TV interview of his own, Hospital

- Commissioner Joseph V. Terenzio said
that some unauthorized medical experi-
! ments had been conducted in city institu-
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o ' tions. He did not elaborate.
gilals, but also frighten patients at '

Consent Not Obtained From 3,000 -

The following day, authorities at Kings
County (Brooklyn) Psychiatric Hospital
acknowledged that written consent had
not been obtained from 3,000 patients
given experimental drugs in the past '10
years, but the patients suffered no lasting
turaiful effects,- a spokesman said. In
many cases they were not the only ones
who did not know what drugs they were
getting, he added, since a number of the
tests were conducted on a double-blind

* basis and even the physician administering

! the dosage could not tell whether it was

i drug or placebo.

The liver biopsy issue came up again

= a short while later in a talk by Commis-

{‘ sioner Terenzio to a Bellevue auxiliary

L group.

* . Biopsies had been done on alco-
holic derelicts without their permission, .

! he said, but the procedure was primarily

for diagnosis, not research. He also was

quoted as saying there were instances in

which- more than one biopsy had been -

. made on a patient “as a follow-up to see

. what effect the treatment had.” He re-
peated the assertion by other Bellevue
officials that there had been no liver
biopsy deaths in recent years.

Meanwhile, Senator Thaler introduced
legislation that would amend the State
Civil Rights Law to prohibit the use of any
person in medical research without his
“voluntary, informed-consent subscribed
to in writing.”

The measure also would declare “null
and void”. the consent given by a parent
or guardian on behalf of a child partic-
ipating in rescarch, excepting in cases of
emergency “in which immediate treatment
: -+ €ae o whusical ar mental ail-

H

4
B



