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PHYSIGIAN OPPOSE
CURB ON RESEARCH:

Thaler Proposal on Minors|
Is Called ‘a Disaster’

By JANE E. BRODY
A leading New York pedia-
tricign said yesterday that a
bill introduced this week in the,

Legislature to severely lmutii
research on childreny”

medical

would, if passed, be “a dlsaster
—a real disaster.”

Dr. Saul Krugman, chairman
of pediatrics at New York Uni-{

versity, said in an mtervxew
that if such a law had existed
in the early 1950’s, polio would’
still be running rampant, hun,;
dreds of children would ‘be

““What will give it the compe-
'{ tence to make- medlcal decx-
sxons"”
~If one had to present a pro-
tocol of every research project
involving children to a court for
yroval, it would certainly, as
I rgad it seriously hamper re-

/|'search,” the doctor asserted.
-1 AR, an example of research

Wited a daring st‘udy to
ehmlnate blmdness in prema-
a.nts
gugi &aid that. doctors had be-
0 Suspect that excess #xy-
gen, was causing the blindness
~that they then suggested
| Yeduckg the amount of this life-
. saving substance given to the

s £ we had gone to a judge
and said that ‘we may prevent
blindness but, on the other
hand, the babies might die from
insufficient oxygen,' could he|
‘have permitted us to proceed?
Dx Krugman challenged.

“Decisions such as this have

i,

dying of measles every yeaf'ty pefmade by responsible in-

and medicine would npt be 'oRf: vestig

the verge of eliminating the‘
pregnancy hazards of Germa,ql
measles.

The doctor explained that the,

vaccines for polio, measles and!
German measles had beenrtested
on children and “could not have
been tested any other way.”

Court Sanction Required

{

The bill, introduced Tuesday §: -

by Senator Seymour R. Thaleg

of Queens, would require writ-]

ten “voluntary informed cpn—
sent” before any patient is en:
tered into a medical,researqh
program, and would prohibit,}_:_ee
search on children unless -mus
thorized by a “court of coif4]
petent jurisdiction.”
» “The court may authorizét @]
medical experiment or offier
medical research upon a minor,”
the bill states, “when such Tex-
periment or research is reldted
to the minor’'s physical or men=4
tal ailment and upon a finding
by the court that the best in,
terests of the minor wd’,ul,(;
thereby be served.”

According to Senator Thaler’s

Lot}

vtors, not judges,” he said.

Ac rding to the code of
X rethicgiof the World Medical As-
‘sociafion, ‘he continued, when
wchildren, are to be the subjects
-of experiments, the nature, rea-
sson and risks should be fully
explained to the parents or
hguardians who should have com-

- | plete freedom to make a deci-

sion on behalf of the children.
Pressure on Parents” A

" ‘Senator Thaler said, however,
ﬁfmt sometimes the pa.rents or
guardians “may be under pres-
‘sure or illiterate or otherwise
‘unable to make a free, informed
i{-decisign.”
. Dr, Krugman said there were
F‘ca.feguards to assure the ethical
nature of medical research. He
swent on:
» “There isn’t an investigator
in the country who can get a
Federal research grant if his
: protocol is not first approved
~by -the research committee on
¢ experimentation within his in-
| stitution.” About 80 per cent of
medical research is supported
by Federal funds.
| odn addition to the research
Jeommittee, a Government com-
imittee reviews the research pro-

7 fh

interpretition of his bill,:
would not stand in the way @

good, ethical, justifiable
search, including vaccine: d
opment.

But to perform‘such resea
Mr. Thaler said yesterday,
doctor would first have to tak
his research proposal to courf.

“Somebody other than the
medical profession would decide
whether children could be ‘used
in pufe research,” he said.

nposal and will not approve the
requested funds if the protocol
appears unethical.

Mr. Thaler acknowledged that

» -his bill “probably is not perfect
4 and probably will be dramati-

cally amended, but 1t is a start
"éh -make the community and

& legislator consider what is
a great medical problem.”




