By BARBARA YUNCKER

| was rencwed today by State
from the s
Against. the ‘Senator’s conten-
tlon that scientific reports on re-
search into hepatitis (liver in.
flamation) at Willowbrook State
School-on Staten Island confirn
‘his allegations, Dr, Saul Krug-
man, .pediatries professor at
NYU Medical School, cites the
same reports to conteng that the
research has been. “specifically
beneficial” to the children in-
volved, Krugman added that it
offers the first real hope of a
vacsine to control the “most im-
portant infcctious disease prob-
lem still unsolved.” h

The Senator's charge and the
doctor’s answer, point by point:

Thaler: “1,153 children who
did not have the disease when
they entered Willowbrook were
deliberately given hepatitis by
injection.” Krugman: “That fig-
ure happens to refer to children
who got overt infections from
natural contagion at Willow-
brook. And 10 times as many
more had unrecognized expo-
sure, It was because of this con-
stant hepatitis problem that we
undertook the research,” which
has invoived, he said, fewer than
1500 children.
© Thaler; “T simply don’t huy
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A charge that retarded ch;ldreii in state cuétody are"beirfxg 'misu'sevd for reseérchd* - ‘."--' ’
to Sen. Thaler (D-Queens) and drew an immediate rebutal = -
cialist who directs 1_he_1_'esea1jch under attack, - el o e ooy

the statement that parents gave
“nformed’ consent” Krugman;
“Parents of children on the wait-
Ing list for Willowbrook (a state
sciool for the mentally retarded
which always has a waiting list
for admission) are told of our
unit by the psychiatric social

ested, one of the physicians in-
volved talks to her. The parents
are told all details, the potential
risks and the potential benefits,
Only if the parents agree and
sign a consent form is a child
accepted into - the research
project.” : 2
Thaler: “If it is so good for
the kids they use, why don't
they do it for all the children at
Willowbrook”—and “every other
state school for the retarded?”
Krugman [paraphrased]: Vi
ruses -and vaccines are tricky
and difficult; you have to be
sure before you move -from
ground which is explored; we
are still in researen and other
strains of hepatitis virus may be
involved elsewhere. - ‘
“Lf I had a mentally retarded

child,” Krugman said, “I would
hope that my, child would be

worker. If the mother is inter:|.

in a program like ours,”
. Children who -entép Willow:- |
brook through . the. Tesearch |
unit, he said, are ‘protected .
initially — by their . Isclation— "
from the other Infectious. Qiss .ol
eases ‘which also plague. such
“inmate” populations.. SN
‘Because of  the natural ef-
fects of children living at close -
quarters, he said, the children
given the pre-vaccine injections
would have . been exnosed to .
hepatitis + - at |- less-controlled
levels if they had come into
Willowbrook in_one of ‘the non-
research units, - . . - .
They ‘also benefit, he says, .
from the greater ' concentration = -
of care which the research unit
provides. Mecst gain welght
during their two months in the, :
unit and move on into the appro--
priate  Willowbrook unit for
long-range care “much better:
€quipped physically” than as. -
though they had come in direct- -
ly, Krugman belleves.

His research group—which ;.
has been a major contributor to
a -proved vaccine against .
measles and a virtually-proved °
vaceine against : infant-deform.
ing German ‘measles—is hoping, © |
he says, to do the same eradica- e
tion job against hepatitls, - 1t 7
has already made a permanént . .
mark' In medical archives by
showing for the first time that
the liver ailment which is mild .
in children but very serious in .
adults takes two forms probably, . ‘¢

caused by two different viruses, :
Like polio, hepatitis may need a -+
multi-virus vaccine, gl



