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Parris, officials of a city h
ence yesterday. They
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ospital association of staff physicians, at a news confer-

attacked the allegati ‘Sgyﬁqsu Seymour R. Thaler.
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By TERENCE SMITH ;'L

An association of staff phy:
sicians at the city's hospitals
charged yesterday that State
,Senator Seymour R. Thaler whs
‘employing “smear and scire
tactics” in his sweeping indiet:
iment of medical practices in‘th¢
municipal institutions. Yyl
Two spokesmen for the 1,500
member Committee of Interpes
and Residents denied the charges
made Tuesday by the Queens

|
|

Democrat on the Senate figpt,;

.describing them as “maliciggs;
llrresponslble and untrue.”

{of the Senator not only falstly
impugn the ability and integhity
of the house staff physiclahs
who service the hospltals,”

Pl
e

]

“The smear and scare tagt;[cs' ;

rded chijdren at Willowbrook

t4te Hospital on Staten Island
.“uneth_ical, immoral and il-|

gal.” Hepatitis ‘13 an inflama-
off of the liver.
“The program violates the le-
al ;and moral rights of the
Idren, who are being -used|
guinea pigs,” he said. “It is
pure research program and
as, in specific  Instances,
rmed some of the children in-
lved in the study.”

1:1 On 'Tuesday, Senator Thaler
arged ‘that Willowbrook had
jected 500 mentally retarded
i1

tha

i

ren, between the ages of 3
9, with live hepatitis virus:
;part-of .a research program.
Officials at the hospital con-
fmed that a hepatitis research|
udy had been under way for
ears, but they insisted that
injections had - been done

|

!commlttee said in a statem(:ﬂ(‘:,.;
,"they also frighten patients: at.

4
thncn harnitale w3 tbaoov s

Ith the consent of the parents,
énd’that the resilt was a sub-
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“The smear and scare tactles
of the Senator not only falsély
impugn the ability and integtity
of the house staff physiclahs
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*th &
thf)se hospitals and thereby in«i| tia?t rte‘clleucr&ts::ui:a tsh: is::‘:)i-'
evitably cause such patient§ to of the disease at the hos-!
\be fearful of and to forg y
'necessary treatment.” Yesterday, Mr. Thalér said!
PrsiilscaD . %t parents have no right to
" their dren as sub-
| Informed of the statement,||jects for medical research proj-
Senator Thaler said that it was| [¥t& and that the doctorsmhad
“not unexpected,” and that he, Hy yright to use as patients in
: epatitis study patients who
X'w"i“:hdin d""f“me“t his charges| |did not have the disease already.,
Keap! 31 ew day;. e “_,Quotes Harvard Professor
ong and emotional|lyJn support of his argument
speech on Tuesday, Mr. Thaler] the Scngtor cited a ‘pagagrapﬁ
charged that state and city hos« the resolution adopted by the
pitals here were performing g‘ﬂd Medical Association in
medical experiments on indigent| | F2C. inki in 1964. It says that
patients without their con!en;f ﬁ;rno"&\’rcu:lnw;egs_n‘;laﬁ’lc;
Yesterday he stood by. theél|ofbuld weaken the physical or
specific accusations he had made/|Mental resistance’ of a humbn
about the city hospitals and xg- {:e:‘xgﬁexcept imm"strixcuy’vnu;er-
newed his charge that the hep-[{tions iniposed mm the tereet of
atitis research program being|]that patient.” X !
conducted among mentally re-|'|{ He quoted also from a recent
—_— article by Dr.'Henry K. Beechi-
Continued on Page 79, Column 5 | |er, the Dorr Professor: of Re-!
search at the Harvard Medical
School, describing the Willow-
brook program as ‘one of 22
research projects that the doc-|
tor asserts “risked the health
or the life of their subjects’ ix:

tat Wwilownivok 18t
ted 500 mentally retarded|
ren, between the ages of 31

9, with live hepatitis virus
épart of a research program.;
fficials at the hospita] con-

ed that a hepatitis research

udy had been under way for

nof
|with any physical ailment ot!
the patients. ‘

Finally, he quoted. from a}
speech by William H. Stewart,
the Surgeon General, last Aprd
30, before the American Fed-
eration for Clinical Research,
in which Dr. Stewart said: |

“The decision to become al
subject for research must be
made by the subject. This con-;
cept is rooted in the basis prin-|
ciple that an individual has the
right to control any use of his
person.

“We may like it or not, but
the individual subject and only
he, with ‘all his personal whims
and superstitions and foibles,
can make the important
chorce.” P s

Dr. Alan D. Miller, the State
Commissiongr of Meutal Hy-l
giene, disputed Mr. Thaler's
contentions about the ethics of
the program at Willowbrook.

“We belive that the Surgeon
General's remarks were madc
with the adult in mind,” he
said. “Parents make all sorts
of decisions for their children.
We feel that the Surgeon Gen-
eral is in fact saying that only
the garents can make such a de-
cision.” b
| Speak for City Group

Regarding the Senator’s al-
legation that the children
suffered liver damage and jaun-
dice as a result of the injec-
tions, Dr. Miller said:

“I know of no such case. If
he has evidence to that effect,
I would like to see it. In fact,
1 would have hoped that he
would have brought it to us
in the first place.” 5

The spokesmen for .the city

|hospital - physicians  were. Dr.
Henry F. Ryan, 2 resident
pathologist at Bellevue who is
chairman of the Committee of
Internes and Residents, and Dr.
James B. Parris, the chief res-
ident in surgery -at . Harlem
Hospital, who is vice chairman
of the committee:
i The two men held a mnews
Econference in a paneled room
/in the office of the committee’s
counsel, Murray Gordon, at 401
Broadway. \

Dr. Parris flatly denied Mr.
Thaler's charge that a 23-year-
old woman at Harlém had re-
cently undergone 2 hys-

“It's absolutely unthinkable,”
he said. He also rejected thej
Senator’s asscrtion that Har-
lem surgeons had amputated the|
deformed limbs of certain chil-
dren — again to demonstrate

operated on during that time.

Dr. Ryan chaflenged the
Senator's assertion that alco-
holics taken to Bellevue had!

|died as a result of liver ‘biop-
sies performed without their
consent for research purposes.

“I, too, have searched the
hospital records,” he said. “I
have been unable to find evi-
dence of any case of a pat\_ent.
dying from 2 needle biopsy.” '

In reply, Senator Thaler said
last night that “competent
medical _ authority” had in-
formed him that an average ¢
four to five out of every 1,00
patients who have liver biop*
sies die as a result of those
biopsies.

WAt least one patient a year
dies from a biopsy at Bellevue,”
he said. o
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