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Willowbrook
Defended by
Health Chief

|
| ALBANY (AP) — The
state commissioner of mental
hygiene defended yesterday a
research-immunization pro g-
ram involving children at the
Willowbrook State School on
Staten Island.
i Dr. Alan D. Miller comment-
‘ed in connection, with a state-
ment by State Sen. Seymour
iThaler, D-Queens, that children
at Willowbrook had been in-
Jected with live hepatitis vi-
rus for clinical research.
Thaler also questioned on
the Senate floor Tuesday that
all of the parents involved
had given their consent.
Miller  declared yesterday
that the children at Willow-
brook had been given gamma
globulin, a vaccine containing
flive virus designed to build up
limmunity to hepatitis.
| “The program is carried out
,’according to standard immuni-
zation procedures,” Miller said,
'“and no child has even been
sharmed in any way as a con-
Hsequence of the study. Written
2 parental consent is obtained in
Tevery instance.”
The commissioner said the
program to develop immuniza-
-Itin against hepatitis had been
1Bin operation at Willowbrook for
-Tthe past 11 years in coopera-
S'tion with the New York Uni-
‘versity-Bellevue  Medical Cen-
pter. 7
The study has been carried
- out, Miller‘said, under grants
from the U.S. Army’s Re-
;search and D evelopment
! Command. _
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Says Thaler
Errs on Child |
“Guinea Pigs’

By RICHARD MATHIEU

8taff Correspondent of THE NEWS
A_l_bany, Jan. 11—State Mental
Hyglene Commissioner Alan D.
Miller has answered charges
that doctors Willowbrook

used child patients as “guineg
pigs,” injecting  them with live
hepatitis virus without parental
consent,

Miller said today that the
charges, made by State Sen. Sey-
mour Thaler (D-Queens) yester-
da}:, stemmed from an immuni- |
zation program that cut Willow-
brook’s incidence of hepatitis by
80 to 859, over the last 11 years.

Thaler, in a Senate speech, as. !
serted that ‘“over {0Q children” '

Working With NYU
Miller retorted today: “During
the entire period of the study, no
more than 20 children have been
in the ﬁogram at any one time
and no more than four groups in
& year. The program is carried
out .according to standard im-
munization procedures and no
child has ever been harmed in
any way as a consequence of the
§tudy. Written parental consent
18 obtained in every instance.”
He said the brogram has been
under way at the school in co-
, Operation with the New York
tgmversity-Bellevue Medical Cen-
r.

He said that the armed forces

ave reported that immunization
-programs based on the Willow-

! brook study already have brought
- substantial results in the reduc-
! tion of hepatitis among service-

men,
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