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City hospital officials vehe-
mently denied today charges
that indigent patients have
been subjected to untried
drugs, unnecessary surgery
and other “human guinea pig”
experiments without their con-
sent.

The charges were made on
‘the floor of the senate in Al-
|bany yesterday by Sen. Sey-
mour hTaler (D-Queens) in an
hour-long impassioned speech
that held his colleagues in
spellhound revulsion.

Sen. Thaler charged that:

® Harlem Hospital treats
children with deformed arms
and legs “except when internes
and residents are being taught
surgical procedures—then the
children are sent to surgery
for removal of the limbs.”

/formed biopsies on the livers
{of drunks and derelicts and
|five out of every 1,000 so
Ntreated die.

500 mentally retarded children
three to nine years old and
injected them with a live hepa-
titis virus because ° officials
wanted to start a hepatitis re-
s\a.rch program.”

© At Harlem Hospital a preg-
1nant, unmarried 23-year-old
|woman recently underwent a
’hysterectomy without her un-
Iderstandlng what was happen-
ing, so the operative procedure
could be shown to internes and
resident doctors.

CALLS IT ‘INCREDIBLE’

i “It is the most incredible
statement I've ever heard. It's
beyond belief. It's not true,”
Dr. Anthony Shaw, chief of
pediatric surgery at Harlem
Hospital declared when told of
the charge of removing chil-
dren’s arms and legs without
medical cause.

tor of gynecology and obstetrics
at. Harlem said: “Surgery is
done for the patient's benefit
and is not done to demonstrate
techniques :to internes or resi-
dents.

“No surgery is performed at

signed consent.”

Dr. Jack,Hammond, adminis-
rator of Willowbrook, stated
that none of the innoculated
hildren have died and said,
tWe're not using the youngsters
because they are mentally re-
tarded, but because hepatitis

@ Bellevue Hospital has per- '

/“® Willowbrook State Hos-,
pital on Staten Island *took,

Dr. Donald P. Swartz, direc-|.

Harlem without the patlents'

City Hospltals Deny

s a particular problem at Wil-
owbrook.

“We have the consent of
every child enrolled in this
program.”

PRAISES PAPER

At one point in his speech
Sen. Thaler praised World
Journal Tribune reporter Sey-

' {mour Spector and this news-
paper for focusing public at-!legislatmn!s necessary

Gumea -pig’ Tests

tention on conditions in the
city hospitals.
He promised to release docu-
mentation of his charges soon.
After he finished his speech
Sen. Earl W. Brydges, Repub-
lican majority leader told the

World Journal Tribune, “He

has painted a sordid picture,”

and added it appears remedial
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