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Seymour R. Thaler charged on
ey |the floor of the Senate today]
P- |that municipal and state hos-
ith [pitals in New York City werg
1ld |performing medical experimentg
n- on indigents patients wlthonq
led |their consent. . ':
Senator Thaler, who said He
ire |had “searched his sou] and ¢ann
les science,” made the followin
in- |charges in an angry hour-!_: 1
in1 |Speech: 1
== | 9Willowbrook State Hospital
y |on Staten Island “took t506]'°
S mentally retarded children, gf‘? i

9 years old, and injected
AR cause officials wanted to
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with a live hepatitis vi

Harlem Hospital recently unde
0 went a hysterectomy withe
her consent to demonstratg‘the
{S |operative procedure tor ipsgbe:
i and residents. g
9Harlem Hospita] provid
therapy for youngsters wijth
— |congenitally deformed lim| S
r- |“except when internes and resi-

pa

are sent to surgery for removél %
of the limbs.” I
Y.,| 9Five out of 1,000 alcohdlics

‘or|Hospital died after the hospits
ast|took liver biopsies for ipi'
ed|search program. ¥ .,'
n- Doctors React Swlfl.lyi

S| Mr. Thaler told his

Th(leagues: “What I'm tellingiy )
is what responsible people!ajg
telling me. I'm not a doctor,” ¥
he| The reaction ,to Senator a
he|Thaler's charges was swift. 2
w-| Dr. Anthony Shaw, chief o
of|pediatric surgery at Harlem
sb-|Hospital, when informed of thef;
he|Senator’s charges abhout rem
in-{ing children’s limbs, declared:: }.
um| “It’s the most incredible
1a]|statement I've ever heard, *t’s
beyond belief. It's not true.”' *
vs| Dr. Donald P. Swartz, di-
ne|rector of obstetrics and gyne-
in|cology at Harlem, said that
a|Mo surgery is performed at
ed|/Harlem without the patient's
selsigned consent.” He added:
“secondly, surgery is done for

4 Continued on Page 94, Column 2
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ral{and derelicts taken to Bellevue
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$he patient’s benefit and is not
qpe to demonstrate techniques
0 Internes or residents.”
e administrator of Willow-
k State Hospital, Dr. Jack
mmond, said that ng child
d ever been put into a. re-
ch program without paren-
t%tconsent. An experimental
atitis program is now un-
derway at Willowbrook under a
grant from the Army. E
~|"" “Hepatitis is a highly infec-

d said. “It is not as serious
in children as in adults, None
of the children innoculated have

thepatitis. i
“We're not using the young-
sters because they are mentally
etarded, but because hepatitis
°{i8’a particular problem at Wil-
5|loWbrook. We have the consent
+of .the parents of every child
{enrolled in the program.”

- Mr. -Thaler, in his speech,
géclared: i
,“The medical establishment
has presumed to 'act as God
over the health and lives of the
medically indigent. I have the
documentary proof. I. have
undergone a  terrible inner
conflict on whether to bring
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Ous disease in an institution i
- Willowbrook,” Dr. Ham-| §

ied. As a matter of faet, they|
ve developed an immunuity| §
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| @periment onIndigent Patients

United Press International Telephoto:
State Senator Seymour R.
Thaler as he ent~r.ed the
Senate chamber in Albany.

to, the attention of the public
that thousands of patients are
being used daily ‘as medical
guinea pigs. L
“How often are people used
as guinea pigs without -their
knowledge and consent. The
ddta suggest that the practice
is .widespread, Experiments are
heing conducted that are un-

ted to the -patient’s condi-
tiop. All of us [in the Legisla-
ture] have a problem: to deter-
mine whether our consciences
otght to let this continue.”
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Senate floor after introducing
%nresolution calling on the State

tices and procedures of the

the injection of live hepatitis
virus into mentally retarded
children at Willowbrook report-
edly was done with the consent
of the parents. But he added:

“I doubt whether the parents of
500 children gave their consent.”

quietly during Mr, Thaler’s
presentation. There was the
usual chatting among some Sen-
ators, but often it was cut short

. when Mr. Thaler made an un-
| Resolution Introduced usual .- charge or raised his
/The Senator spoke from the voice to the breaking point in

anger.

vestigation Commission to troduced the resol
‘iexamine into the conduct,|tq provide him with a

to air his charges against New

fmedical establishment.”
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r@ociety acts to impose restric-

stablishment.”

tomy at Harlem Hospital, the
Senator said that he had been
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York City's municipal hospitals.
-~ Senator Thaler said that he “What do we do now,” he said
W@s, preparing to release docu-|in an interview later. “Do  we
plentation of his charges soon|sit back and forget or do we do
and to continue to do so “until something;?”

lggs on the actions of the med-|lican of Nassau County, object-
ical.e ed to the resolution on the
. In the case of the young: wo-(ground it was a “blanket. in-
fiin who underwent a hysterec-|dictment” of an physicians in
New York City’s hospitals.

'éilven the information by Dr.|W. Brydges sent the resolution

arence Hogans, whom he said|to committee. He said he did
was on the hospital’s staff. Dr.|not expect it to be adopted be-
Hogans could not be reached for cause of other investigations

comment.

into the municipal hospitals.

Mr. Thaler acknowledged that

Most of the Senators sat

He said later that he had in-
ution simply
platform

Senator Norman Lent, Repub-

Senate Majority Leader Earl




