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For the retarded, even learning the names of everyday objects is a &39&
feat. Here program teacher, Mrs. Naomi Pinkney, helps the children to progress.
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Children who could not feed
or clothe themselves in Sep-|
tember are learning to do these
things in an intensive program
being conducted at Willowbrook
State School under a federal

grant.
hild » £ es

the remaining waking hours. [that

In one recreational group, a!

program have progressed as

the 50 children now in zJB:% as they can and are re-

placed by 50 others.

Everdine L. Cooke, left; helps
Miss Caroline Masciocchi, the ..%..owne_ instructor,
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1 therapy means _nm:.?n shapes an
a Willowbrook therapist, patient
message is clear. [

can be the same thing. Mrs.
prevent a tumble while
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QE the first 50 regress when on? Or only a few of s answer turns out to be

m _En% no longer get such intens-

therapist who has been with!
the 50 children since the pro-
gram was started, explained
that none of the ten children
she had with her would sit in
a chair two months ago. |

Few of the children handled

The are
tarded — their IQs range from|
18 to the low 40s. But these 50
children laugh and play and|
show off in the same happy
way as normal children.

“Just like any kids,” is one
of the favorite phrases of Dr.
Milton Jacobs of Stapleton, who!
has been in charge of the $87,
871 program for its first two
months.

On the surface, the pro-
gram looks simple—hard, in-
tensive work by 10 staff mem-
bers from the time the 50

“ tha

food impl ts very well two
months ago. They all had to be
fed by an attendant. In one
group a therapist -was careful’
ly teaching the children tol
raise their hands when their|
names were called, while in
another room, another thera-
pist was going through the
painful process of “this is _3,,_
eye, this is my nose . ..” |

These are the things that the
severely retarded must be
taught as normal children are
taught the alphabet and :i

numbers. But even the most|
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d how to tie your shoes. Mrs.
ly shows and repeats—until the
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must begin an analysis of what
to do to improve the program.



