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ROCKEFELLER CALLS
RIVAL SHARIELESS

Says O'Connor Is Exploiting
the Mentally Il in State

By HOMER BIGART
Governor Rockefeller accused!
Frank D. O’'Connor yesterday ~of,
“shamelessly cxploiting” tne;
misery of mental patients iorg

. political gain. i

Resuming  his personal M.:-i
tacks on the Democratic candi-!
date for Governor, Mr. Rocke-l
feller charged Mr. O'Connor|

i with showing mental patients

on Democratic television com-
mercials to dramatize “a thlor-
oughly reprchensible dib:tort'x’on
of our record in this ficld. :
Ignoring  Mr. O'Conn'(?rs
charge that he was descenumgj
to “gutter politics,” Mr. Ro‘cl-:c-
feller said he would continue
in the remaining days of the
campiign to stress Mr., O’C?n-
nor's “lack of size” for the job
of Governor. y
Standing on the curb outglde
the headquarters of the New
York Board of Rabbis at }(l
East 73d Street, where he had
met in closed session with ~0:‘-
thodox, Conservative and ‘R'-
form Jewish lcaders, the Gf.?\-
ernor said Mr. O'Cpxlnor1'.\as
using the mentally ill and re-
tarded as ‘“political pawns in
the campaign.
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Rabhbi D:u"vm} Coviror

A Tabbi on the fringe of the

rowd spoke up to say that Mr,
Rockefeller hag done more than
2y other Governor to improve
conditions at Willowbrook State
Hospital for the mentally re-
tarded, on Staten Island. He
identiried Limself as Rabbi
Philip Go]dberg, Jewish chap-
at Willowbrook,
" O'Connor Daid a surprise
visit to Brooklyn State Hospital
‘on Oct. 14, He described that
mental institution as “horrible”
and charged that of more than
80,000 Paticnts in state mental
ho::pital:;, 16,000 received ‘“no
treatment at all.”

Mr, Rockefellor struck back
in a speech brepared for de-
livery at Columbia University.
He id  that the O’'Connor
*clals bortraying mental

ing a Poverty of ideas in a
Smokescreen of half-truths ang
untruths

The Governor discavded his
text, phut told newsmen he stood
by it. .-‘.‘uwcring 2 student’s
quosti he said the two big-
aest dis::uh';uuagcs in his race
for re-election wore upstate op-
Dusition tqo the sales tay and
to the IMedlicaiq Program,
My, Rockefeller and Mr,
e

spoke at the dedication of the,
Greater Flatbush - Sheepsheaq!
Mentaj Health Clinic, el

M. O'Connor, who spoke first,
did not repeat the charge he
made- erlier in the day that the{
Rockefeller administration was
“horse and Uggy” in its plan-
Mrg on menta] institutions. He
hag dcparteq when the Gover-
nor spoke, )

The Governor, in an obvious
reference to My O’Connor saiq:
“Those who choose to can easily|
make political hay out of the|
human misery of ‘ment] illness|
through unsupported charges;
casy seneralizationg and dis-
torted accusations.”

AN audience of about 500
gave warm applause to both
candidates, byt more people
Stood to acclaim the Governor,
Everyone hag watcheq intently
as Mr. Rockefelley and Mr,
O’Connor, Stparated on the
tform only by Borough Pres.
nt Ahe Stark, Managed g

othem'iseignored each othep in
their enforceq togetherness.
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