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iSchool?

| Gov. Rockefeller, spea’kin
yesterday at Willowbrook Stats
&Schnnl. came close to being con:
fronted with the grand jury
port on conditions in Willow-
{brook. q
| But chance, which had dict
|tated release of the report om
{the day the governor visited;
|slipped up by just a few hours.
| Newsmen covering the gows

{hattan and Queens which will

_|Progressat
- Willowbrook |

(From Page 1)

ficult, if not impossible” — the
governor maintained “real pro-
gress was made.

“The new Suffolk State School
at Melville is already easing
some of the pressure here at
Willowbrook,” he said. “‘We
have new state schools planned
for the Bronx, Brooklyn, Man-

demonstrate this administra-
tion’s determination to end ov-
ercrowding entirely at all our
state schools. In the past year
alone, we managed to cut over-

ernor’s appearance learned' of
the report moments before
| Rockefeller was to leave and’at
a time when the governor had
just heard of the report him-

self. ~d |

Rockefeller said the ouly
| news he had of the report was
| that it was a “vindication’t
| and that he believed recom-
| dati tained im:ibS:

|erowding by 10.4 per cent here

{

at: Willowbrook.

“:“We are well under way in
putting up 10 prefabricated
buildings that will provide ad-
ditional living space. Half are
veady for occupancy now — all
ld be completed by next
% The governor also an-
‘mouncéd that a new $1-million

were already carried out.sewg - slv therapy _ center”

| being carried out. dT :
Without sceing the repe!
Rockefeller said he could'mof
comment further. &
Dr. Alan D. Miller, commis:
sioner of mental hygience, was
in the same position — that'of
being asked to comment on aire-
port that he had not seen. a
I certainly hope so,” was the
|commissioner’s reaction when

ated for Willowbrook
~and will provide “basic self-
help training for 900 young-
sters under age 10 who are |

~ mew unable to take part in the |

tegular education program.” |
This program will begin in'
temporary quarters “by next
year,” Rockefeller said.
The governor listed these areas
to show efforts to aid Willow-

asked if the recommendations h“."k‘;\n el yons sed 10
|were carried 0‘“; ~ ., school's budget of 97 per cent—
The governor’s address "Bt grom ¢75 million in 1958 to $14.8]
Willowbrook, on the occasion ®mition this year. ]
graduation ceremonies for* fhi| '@ e aqdition of 315 persons
School for Practical Nurses, Waslyy the school's staff last year
concerned with the progress Ollgpq. 196 this year, bringing the
{the school and his remarkt| sy of staff to patients to|

touched on some of the sameéjcgiont 1 for 2.4,

areas spotlighted in the
jury report. s
| For instance, Rockefeller,
' said the administration has
“embarked on a $7-mil
l modernizalion program

| cern that equipment was

of date and there was nid
for a ‘“‘continuing preventi
maintenance program.”

As to what Rockefeller, Teischool and for “earning the|
!ferred to as “the stubborn prob-right to participate in an im-
{lem of overcrowding” — whichportant human service.”
the grand jury said made train’ Expansion of the practical
ling of patients “‘extremely dif; nurse school to more than 100

| - (Continued on Page 2)

A -,». gmond, Willowbrook's direc-
in top condition,” which
alleled the grand jury’s E

¢ (" feller had compliments for their|

@ The completion within a
year of the $9-million Institut

dor, Basic Research in, Mental
> tion. $
«Bockefeller laced 'hig igomy|
s with praise for Dr. Jack|

ot and for Miller, the state

cy’s chief, for their role in
! ving the school. i
_To the 40 graduates, Rocke- |

*“determination” in returning to|

enrollees was part of the ef-
fort Rockefeller described as

indicating “‘that this adminis-
tration is deeply committed to
making Willowbrook the fin-
est facility of its kind.”

Rockefeller said human skills|
are being provided to research |
“the deepest roots of this com-|
plex social challenge” toward|
the goal of helping ‘‘each hu-
man life entrusted to our care
here to reach the fullest poten-
tial possible.”

The governor, who arrived
about an hour late, said he had
planned to reach the school by
helicopter but the rain had|
forced him to travel by more|
conventional means. ‘

The nursing arts section of
the library of the School for
Practical Nursing at Willow-
'brook was dedicated in memory
{to Max Gordon, a founder and
ithe ninth president of the Be-
|nevolent Society for Retarded
iChildren, Willowbrook Chapter.
| The program in the school
{building was attended by more

lthan 600 persons, including
|GOP . political figures. The gov-
ernor left after a round of hand
|<haking at the ceremony’s close.
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