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Willowbrook Plays Leading Pq
In Winning Fight on Measles

By SANDRA FREED

The end may be in sight for
one of the most serious epi-
demic diseases of childhood—
common measles.

Since 1963, when the first
measles vaccine was Iicensed,
(some 12 ‘million children have
ibeen vaccinated, according to
figures of the Medical and
| Pharmaceutical I p forma-
tion Bureau.

In the first six months of
1966, reported measles inci-
dence was down by more
than 20 per, cent from the
same period in 1965, and by
almost half from the median
incidence for the 1961 to 1965
period.

Common measles should not
be confused with German, or
three-day measles.

Groups all over the country
cooperated in research on the
vaccine before it was licensed;
one strain in 1963, another in
1965. A study of the vaccine
still going on at Willowbrook
State School was instrumental
in the licensing of one strain
‘fof  vaccine, the Fdmonston
strain, as early as 1963.

The study began in 1960 under
the direction of Dr. Robert
|Ward and Dr. Saul Krugman
of New York University. Dr.

Joan Giles, research associate
Iprofessor  of pediatrics  at
NYU-Bellevue Medical Center
and an attending physician at
Willowbrook, is head of the
study at the Island institution.

Beginning in 1960, all chil-
dren entering the institution

l

measles, Dr. Krugman recalled
yesterday. These cases oc-
curred in children who had not
been vaccinated, probably be-
cause their parents had not
granted permission, he said,
The doctors began testing the
second strain of vaccine, known
as the Schwartz strain, in 1962.
Dr.  Krugman stated that
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since 1963, there were no con-
firmed cases of measles in any
child vaccinated at Willow-
brook. At this institution of ap-|.
proximately 6,000 patients, mea-
sles has virtually been elim-le
inated, Dr. Giles commented. |c

The continuing study now|V
concentrates on testing the ef-
fectiveness of the two strains.

“We know the vaccine is ef-
fective for at least six year,”
Dr. Krugman said, adding that
the tests at Willowbrook prob-
ably would go on for a few
more years.

Dr. Krugman, who is chair-
man of New York Universi-
ty’s department of pediatrics,
said the Willowbrook study
represents the longest follow-
up study of any being con-
ducted.

Every year, blood tests are
taken on a certain number of
the children vaccinated. The
tests have shown that one shot
produces about the same num-
ber of antibodies in the blood,
or about the same response as
a case of the measles.

Dr. Krugman and his asso-
ciates are conducting a similar
tests on a group of Hicksville,
N.Y., children.
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were immunized against mea-
sles with the Edmonston strain
vaccine. In 1960, an epidemic
caused 600 cases of the dis-
ease, :

From a time after the epi;
demic until January, 1963, there

were an estimated 50 cases of

“We're proud of our part in

vated by new research. A re-

measles virus in the brain dur-
ing — and before — the red-

Health Service.

been
measles.
spokesman
1,000 children a week have
been vaccinated since August,
1965. i

mon measles officially as a ma-|
jor public health threat.

private
and clinics for

this important study,” ‘said Dr.an
Jack Hammond, senior direc-.|1

or of Willowbrook.

The importance of the mea-
les vaccine is constantly ele-

ent finding were traces of

ash phase of the disease, This
uggests encephalitis may be
omething other than an affer-
ffect of the diseage.

Unfortunately, there are an
stimated 12,000,000 susceptible
hildren stil] unprotected by the
accine, states the U.S. Publie
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New York City children un-
protected should be few in
number. Since 1963, the
City Health Department has
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ureau included ‘the
about measles, turne
cent years.

per cent of chi
sles.

one of every 1,100
cases.

easles.
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¥y New York chipd requiring
The report of the Medical and
al - Information
se findings
d up in.re-

It unprotected, at Jleggt 90
ldren get mea-
The disease ends fatally in
reported

In one of every 15 cases,
ére are complications rang-
g from middle-ear infection
bronchitis, croup ang pneu-'
onia.

In almost one of every two

cases, health is helow par for

long as 12 months after the

Vaccinating against’
A Health Dept.
estimated ahout

New York State was the first
tate to actually recognize com-!

A state law makes the vac-|

ine available without charge to
physicians, “hospitals|!
immunization of|!




