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Hepadtitis Study Under

fetal contamination, by con-is present in the blood stream
tract with a virus carrier's/is through its symptoms, some
waste product, and has been|of which are loss of appetite,
traced to food and water pol-'abdominal pain, fever, chills,
luted with germs from humannausea and jaundice or a yel-
iw»mwg.ﬁ b . |low appearance.
g ou e same time the| Chemical tgsts can determine
Mm_pw%m”w%n at least 2 are con-|gsense began to spread, blood|if there is M distortion of the
s . transfusions began to become ajliver function, which is a sure

Where ap proximately 175|standard part of surgery. Some- sign one is harboring the virus.
patients, during the same|where along the line, the virus| However, unless the virus is
period, require transfusion, one|planted itself in the blood|isolated, the threat against a
of every 70 stands a good|stream and became altered|100 per cent successful trans-
chance of contracting a disease.|through a long incubation pro-|fusion process is constant.

The largest obstacle to ending|cess. Dr.. W." d'Ascir Maveock. of
this startling reality s the| Infectious hepatitis msm,mzm_.u:a ; who h a m conducted
evasiveness of hepatitis, the|serum or post-transfusion hepa- extensive surveys into the re-
most common of diseases trans- titis are due to the same virus. _m:.:_,mgu of serum hepatitis to
mitted through transfusion. The differences are in the waylplood transfusion, noted: “Until

Instances of the di they are icated and in|laboratory techniques for de-
were first noted among the [their incubation periods (in- tecting and cultivating the
military shortly after World |fectious, 15 to 50 days; serum,|yirys are generally available,
War 1. However, it wasn’t [50 to 160 days). ! the effectiveness of
until World War II that hepa- And while children and
titis had an upsurge in this
country.
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(Last of four articles)

By LEONARD NOVARRO

Out of 'an average of 525 units
of blood transfused on Staten
Island every month, it is esti-

there are approximately 1,000
transfusions daily.

At Willowbrook State School,
new|which experiences an average
methods of sterilization will. . .[of six to eight cases of infec-
young adults, usually during |have to be assessed by the less|tious hepatitis a month, ex-

satisfactory and tedious method|tensive studies into the control
of following up patients six|of the evasive virus have been
months after they have been|g0ing on since 1956. .
treated with materials so steri-| The low incidence of the
lized, and progress is likely to|disease within the heavily-
be slow and certain.” populated state institution
A follow-up program would (5,800 paients) is largely due to
be highly impractical in a |the direction of Dr. Joan Giles,

Yo winter and fall, are the prime
Hepatitis  most commonly| targets of infectious hepatitis,
showed its face in the Far East,| serum hepatitis knows no age
New Guinea, the Philippines| or seasonal limitations. Both
and a variety of tropical| can exact severe damage on
islands. It was one of the many| the liver and sometimes
things brought home after the| cause death.
war. The only way it is known one
The “infection is spread bylhas the disease or that the virus

. blood from every new patient

Way at Willowbrook School

atrics of New York University
School of Medicine.
As resident pediatrician at|
Willowbrook, she maintains a
screening program on every
new admission. “We take

and can tell whether a person
is immune or susceptible to
almost any disease tnat can be
tested,” she explained.

The assumption is that if a
patient has built up enough

numerous institutions and hos-
|pitals throughout the country,
n hopes of guaranteeing a
effective life-saving

globulin, which has been found| Forces grants made through
to have a protective capacity New York University. ;
against hepatitis for five] The relationship of hepatiti
months. If a person is exposedto blood transfusions ‘“has be-lpurely
to the virus within that period,/come such a great danger,”process. |
he will have the time to buildaccording to W illowbrook's. *“The key to the solution of
up antibodies to ward off anydirector, Dr. Jack Hammond, the problem is isolati said
future attack. ' |“that doctors are much moreDr. Giles. “Chances are it =.._:
Specimens are collected from conservative about giving blood happen faster than it did with
patients in efforts to discover|than they used to be.” ‘vc:c‘ because the pace of medi-
an effective method of mm&mzzf But for the hundreds ofjcal discovery is faster today
the virus and eventually devel- wounded in Viet Nam, therejthan it was then.
oping a vaccine against it. ican be no such concern. Be-| It could happen today, to-

antibodies to make him im-
mune to a discase, he has
had previous contact with it.
Antibodies also have under-
gone study and research at
Willowbrook.

A hepatitis carrier who do-
nates blood, because of his ex-
posure to the virus, has also
built up a supply of antibodies
capable of warding off the
disease.

These preventive agents may
also be transmitted through
transfusion, along with the
virus. Studies into the effective-

ness of such antibodies utilized|:

in transfusion is turning up

The studies being conducted \cause of the increased demand, morrow or ._.75 years from now.
at the institution are sup- various Armed Forces have One thing is certain. It cannot
ported by a number of Armed been made grants available to'happen fast enough.

bt

more evidence in its favor.
Every new Willowbrook em-

ploye is injected with gamma-

city like New York, where 'associate professor of pedi-




