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Willowbrook Given U.S,
- Grant to Train Retarded

: . By JACK MALLON '
At a dinner honoring him for his dedication and perseverance in im-

proving conditions at the Willowbrook State School, Dr. Jack Hammond,
director of the school, announced that a $97,000 federal grant has been

awarded to the Staten Island institution for intensive training and education
of the retarded. ¢ '

The 1,600 parents and
School gathered at the an-
nual Benevolent Society din-
ner at the Hotel Commodore
at the Hotel Commodore last
week were also told of a
$25,000 gift from the Society
which will be used to build
a covered picnic area at the
600 acre school.

“We are well on our way to-
ward unraveling our problem.
But this doesn’t mean that our
task is done or that we are be-

coming complacent,” Dr. Ham-
mond said.

Last year public attention was
riveted on the Staten Island insti-
tution after Senator Robert F.
Kennedy sharply ecriticized the
“deplorable” conditions in the
state supported institutions for
the retarded. ;

Supported Charges
The Benevolent Society, headed
by Mrs. Shirley Epstein and con-

sisting of the parents of the re-| Children entering the Willowbrook State School in Staten Island.
, tarded at Willowbrook, supported 3

'the Senator’s charges but rallied | tjon for retarded children between | appointed Commissioner of Men-

s

j behind their director. the ages of 5 and 21 in state in- | tal Hygiene, promised the parents
The 51-year old director was | stitutions. It was signed by the | that he would do everything pos-
given a medallion by the Society | Governor earlier this month. sible to improve conditions in the

for fighting to rectify the prob-| The second bill, also introduced | seven state schools caring for ap-
lems in the institution since he |by Sen. Conklin, removes the legal | proximately 26,000 patients.
took over in August ¢f 1964. requirement for parents to con= et

A Staten Island grand jury in- | tinue reimbursing the state for
vestigated charges of brutality maintenance in these institutions
and a number of suspicious deaths | °1C® the patient has reached the

. f 21,
after the exposures in the press. | 288 (')s E t
It:st findings haven’t been released tit‘}\g(ll “T}})itiil ngvheﬁ:g::?,c bsg?d
ek A . that the public is now aware of
_Mrs. Epstein also informed the | the problems of overcrowding in
dinner guests of two important | the institutions for the retarded.
bills that were passed in the state She appealed to the guests to
Legislature this year as a result | continue writing to their local
of the disclosures. legislators to demand greater ap-
Sen. William Conklin (R- | propriations to alleviate the re-
Bklyn), introduced legislation | maining problems. i
which mandates: a formal educa- Dr. Alan H. Miller, the mnewly




