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-~ School Superintendent Bern- .
- ard E. Donovan indicated today -
that a job training program for - program. °
mentally retarded youths may| They have been waging a con
. beestablished on Staten Island certed campaign to establish a
in a vacant school or portabler job training program ‘on Staten
i classrooms. ' i ‘Island, claiming the trip to the
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e et e et

o Parents “of mcntally retard-
: ed children here are hopeful
two or three classrooms in.

vacant PS 17, New Brighton,
can he utilized for a. trammv

The educatmnal training of ajof Retarded Children at'a meet- i
- |retarded child should begin at|ing in the headqualtcrs of “the”
. [pre-school age and * continue{Staten Island Aid for Retarded -
~ithrough his adult.life, Robert|Children, West Brighton, Gilson
”leson, director. of social work|pointed out that the education ;
- _;at Willowbrook . State, . Schoal, : :
" isaid last night.
“|. Speaking to the Richmond active and contnbutmg 'mmo

Parmts Tcachers and Fnends

ber of the 'community.

" here.

~to 75 horough youths should
" not be included in the occu- .

¢ expanded by the city’s school
i system, Donovan said.

" last week with representatives

-He said he will Iook into the,
possxblllty of forming classes:
for, 17-to-21-year-old retardates

There’s no reason why 50'

patum training program being

Training centers are in oper-
ation or are being planned for,
every. borough but Staten Is-x
land. :

" Donovan. intimated in talks}

- of the Association for the Help =

“ of Retarded Children that if

; such classes cannot be formed
by next September he saw no

reason why the youngsters

. couldn’t remain in their present

g specxal classes. &

.’

MENTALLY retarded childrenﬁ_'

j .usually attend such classes in

" reach their 17th birthday. Under

- Manhattan already has such a
facility and another is sched-|
.~ uled to-open in Seplember in
+Queens. .

the public schools until they.

state regulations, retardates
must be educated until age 21.

The Board of Education last
week appropriated $276,000 in
its 1966-67 operating budget to
set up vocational training cen-
ters in the Bronx and Brooklyn.

y IN THE PAST four years, only
two borough youths have at-t -

" -at this age,”

‘Manhattan center ‘is too ardus}
‘ous and that too few oungsters Gl

are accepted there. ;

tended the school.

In another development, re-
preseniatives of more than 20
borough social™ agencies have
joined the parents by contacting

federal, state and city legis-|

lators secking their support.
Spearheading the campaign’

- is Robert Gilson, director of |. ;

the  social - services 'depart-
ment at Willowhrook State
Scheol and' chairman of the
commitlee on social work and
mental retardation for the

--National Assocxahon ot Socxal :

Workers.

The organization. is urging

the' lawmakers to use their in-
fluence to promote the estab-
lishment of such centers in all
boroughs so large numbers of
retarded youths will not be left
stranded :at age 17. i
- The association reported that
each year 900 mentally retarded
pupils enrolled in public schools
are usually dropped because of
.a lack of training facilities. The

Island figure is between 15 a.nd i

20,7 %

Gilson declared.

© “A sizable prnportion of these
.‘dropouts' is not ready to as-|
‘sume a job or vocational career|




