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Jam at Willowbrook

400 Patients
To Be Moved
To Suffolk

ADVANCE ALBANY BUREAU

ALBANY—The D e partment
of Mental Hygiene, in an effort
to reduce overcrowding at
Willowbrook State School, will
transfer 400 patients to a new
state school in Suffolk Caunty
during the next four months, it
was reported today by As-
semblyman Edward J. Amann
Jr.

In addition, according {o
Amann, the department has
asked for sufficient funds in a
supplemental state budget to
provide for the construetion of
110 more pertable buildings at
ithe Staten island facility, each
to accommodate 30 patients.
These would be in addition to
10 now under construction.

A spokesman said today
that the present patient-popu-
lation of Willowbrook State
School is 5.582 and that if the
department’s plans are car-
ried out it would “help enor-
mously” 1o  reduce over-
crowding at the institution.
He said the state plan will
not e liminate overcrowding
entirely, as there is a long
waiting list of patients secking
admission.
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AMANN contacted Gov.
Rockefeller and Dr. Allen Mil-
ler, commissioner of the De-
partment of Mental Hysgiene,
several wecks ago, requesting
that funds be provided for, 10
|additional portable buildings at
Willowbrook and offering his
help in any way possible to re-
duce overcrowding at the facili-
ty:

He received a letter from
Rockefeller vesterday, he said,
explaining that some 400 pa-
tients whose families live in
Queens, Nassau and Suffolk
Counfies will be transferred
during the next four months to
a new facility under construc-
tion in Suffolk County.

As construction of the Long
Island facility is advanced
and more  buildings open,
additional patients  will be
transferred  there from the
Island, the governor said.

The governor also noted that
the Mental Hygiene Depart-
ment has requested funds for
additional portables at Willow-
brook.

Miller advised Amann that
he has requested supplemental
budget funds for 24 additional
portable buildings for the down-
stale area and that if these
funds are provided, 10 of the
buildings  will be erected at
Willowbrook.




