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Teaching Grant
To Willowbrook

By ROBERT FOSTER

The Department of Health
Education and Welfare has

awarded

vear period. It will be renew-
able for 10 years.

Though the school operates
on a $13-million yearly bud-

Willowbrook  State| get, Dr. Jack Hammond, di-
School its first federal grant| rector,

termed the grant

for a special program which| “much more than a drop in
will enable * the institution to| the hucket.”

employ additional special per-
sonnel for the intensified train-
ing of a number of severely
retarded children, it was an-
nounced today by Congressman

John M. Muprhy.

The grant for $97,871 was au-
thorized by the National Insti-
tues of Mental Health of the
Public Health Service and will
go into effect May 1 for a one;

entail selecting a group of 50
of the school's children be-

to feed, clothe, or care for them-

The program will be staffed
by special teachers, occupa-
'tional, recreational and physi-
cal therapists. The grant will
primarily be used to pay their
salaries:

* * *

DR. HAMMOND said the
grant money will probably be
received by the school July 1,
the beginning of the federal fis-
cal year.

He said he is already look-
ing for professionals for the
project and issued a plea for
teachers and therapists to con-
tact him. The program will be-

selves) and establishing small
groups for an intensified train-
ing program aimed at improv-| .. ’
ing their potential for learning|gin as soon as the staff is

i
|

|

Specifically, the project willl

tween the ages of 5 and 9 who
are severely retarded (unable

found, he added.

The 75-page project synopsis
titled, “Toddler Training and
Stimulation for Maximum Po-|
tential,” was submitted to the
Public Health Service last Sep-
tember, but Dr. Hammond ex-
plained he began gathering ma-
terial and outlining the pro-
gram shortly after he became
the school’s director two years
ago. He said it was the first
time the school has applied for
a federal program grant.

The maximum ever award-
ed by the government for a
project such as Willowbrook’s
has been $100,000, Dr. Ham-
mond said. Currently there
are a number of federally-
funded research projects in
operation at the school. How-
ever, the funds allocated for
those is ‘“much smaller” than
the money awarded for the
training program, Dr. Ham-
mond said.

Dr. Hammond stated his pro-
gram will attempt to demon-
strate that the severely re-
‘tarded child needs ‘“‘more, not
less, educational stimulation
than the average child.” He
said he is also working on a,
similar program for pre-school
children at the institution.

Yesterday, H ammond re-
ceived a call from Albany that
he is to receive an additional
23 teachers for the school’s aca-
demic program. This would in-
crease the teaching staff by
more than 30 per cent, Dr.
Hammond said. The total num-
ber of personnel at the school,
including the additional teach-
ers, is almost 2,500. There are
about 6,000 patients.




