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Mrs. Ilizabeth ammond, left, and members of Maj. Philip Lehman Auxiliary, Jewish War Velerans, an off-
Island group, sing along with patients at Willowbrook State School.

Volunteers Recruited for Willowbrook

By SANDRA FREED

At Willowbrook State School
there are 140 volunteer work-
ers. At least 1,000 are needed,
or mavbe even 2.000!

“After all, there are 6,000
palients to be serviced. We
need all the help we can get.”
Thus Mrs. Elizabeth Ham-
mond, supervisor of volun-
teers, summed up her prob-
lem and her goal.

Recruiting that many men
and women to work long
hours with no pay may seem
a stagering task, but Mrs.
Hammond is optimistic.

;" When she hecame volunteer
supervisor one year ago, there
were two workers in the pro-

P of Willowbrook’s direc-
< tog;Dr. Jack Hammond, she

[

* ighm veteran recruiter. Prior
*to’egming to the Island, she

successfully organized volun-
teer programs at two other
state schools for the mentally
retarded.
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IF YOU CAN play billiards
or checkers, teach mending
or ceramics, lead group sing-
ing or a rhythm band, you
could bhe a volunteer, Mrs.
Hammond explained.

If you can supervise young-
sters at play or read aloud,
you could be a volunteer, she
went on.

“A volunteer worker must
be sympathetic, but not leni-
ent, patient and ahle to main-
tain discipline,” the recruiter
added.

“The volunteer must find
what is there to develop and
develop it, as much as we
feel like crying.”

And she has found most peo-
ple measure up. She noted in

the 15 years she has worked

" with volunteers, she dismissed

only one.
x % X
PROSPECTIVE  workers
unfamiliar with the faces and
ways of the mentally retard-
ed are sometimes overwhelm-
ed with pity and disbelief.
For this rcason the volun-
teer supervisor screens the
workers by taking them on a
tour of the institution before
giving them an assignment.
In specialized areas, volun-
teers are needed for speech
therapy, to teach Braille,
teach brain-damaged children,
organize Scout troops and de-
velop a library for patients.
For the 75 per cent of the
patients who never had a visi-
tor, Mrs. Hammond has insti-
tuted an ‘‘adopt-a-patient”
program. A volunteer regular-
ly visits a certain patient,
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with a goal of taking the pa-
tient home for a day.

* * *
WOULD-BE workers who
cannot come to the institution
can collect or make an infinite
number of items at home.
Lists of these items can be ob-
tained by writing Mrs. Ham-
mond at the school.
Elizabeth Hammond was a
psychiatric nurse when she
met her hushand. She organi-
zed her first group of volun-
teers at Willard State Hospi-
tal, while her hushand was a
supervising psychiatrist there.
When he became assistant
director of Rome State School,
she began a volunteer service
group for that institution.
Within five years, 1,000 men
and women were participating
in the program which included
teaching services and a base-
ball team which participated
in an inter-city league. “.




