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Willowbrook Parents Prod

_ State on Retardate Care

By JACK MALLON

é;ﬁf’ . Pavents of retawfled children at Willowbrook School are renewing de-
) for a new statefdepartment to insure mandatory education of retard-

‘atgs;%ﬂ.state institutions.
T
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brutality in the state institutions, first exposed in THE

NEWS, wants the new department to be separate from the
Department of Mental Hygiene.

Mrs. Shirley Epstein, recently
reelected president of the society,
said, “It is gratifying to us, of
course, to have this public at-
tention paid to the needs of the
retarded. However, after all the
smoke and noise have cleared, we
are interested in having the well-
meaning words translated into
| action.”

Bobby Pitched In

“Intolerable” con 1itions at
Willowbrook made national head-
lines last September when they
Wwere criticized at a legislative
li(enring by Sen. Robert F.

ennedy.
| At a meeting to install Mrs.
Epstein and the society’s other
offieers at the Chcraton-Atlantic
Hotél in Manhattan, Joseph T.
Weingold, executive director of
the 'State Association for Re-
tarded Children, also called for a

crash program in the treatment
of noninstitutionalized retardates.

Mrs. Epstein strongly endorsed
the proposed $11.6 million budget
increase to strengthen the state's
program for the retarded and
called upon society members” to
communicate this endorsemengito
their legislators. St

“We will also do all that we
can to reach the general m‘blic
so that maximum support ‘will
form behind this program te"im-
prove the substandard conditidns
which prevail in our institutlonp,"
she said.

“We Can't Close Our E!gﬂ’*

“We can't close our eyes t§ the
educational needs of these ehil-
dren. We can’t sit by while re-
tarded children wait to get-igto
the schools,” she ‘continued.—;

Weingold said that 1966 coald
be the year of a real break-
through in the area of institu-
tional care.

“But the institutional problems
are not isolated. They are an in-
tegral part of the community
problem,” he said.

There are an estimated 500,000
retardates in New York State,
with only 26,000 residing in sev-
en state schools. Willowbrook,
which is located at 2760 Vietory
Blvd., is the largest such school
in the state, with over 6,000 res-
idents.

Officers Tnstalled

Dr. Jack Hammond, director of
Willowbrook, installed the new
officers of the society.

He told the parents and guests
that the sohool has been making
some progress in recruiting new
personnel.

In addition to Mrs. Epstein,
the following were elected: Wil-
liam Heisler of the Bronx, first
vice president; LeRoy McMorris
of Brooklyn, second vice presi-
dent; Burton Hartman of West-
chester, recording secretary;
Richard Friedenberg of Brooklyn,
corresponding  secretary; Mrs.
Irving Miaskoff of Forest Hills,
Queens, financial secretary, and
Mrs. Emanuel Barsky of Brooklyn,

| treasurer.



