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By RAYMOND A. WITTEK

While Gov. Rockefeller today
is touring the Rome State School
and meeting with social service
'and mental health leaders in a
conference on mental retarda-
tion, a Staten Island grand jury
is winding up its investigation
of Willowbrok State School. The
jury should present a report in
two weeks.

Rockefeller's tour coincided
with the deadline he gave the
Mental Hygiene Department on
Oct. 12 to find additional facili-
ties to ease overcrowding at the
Island institution.

Democratic xSen. Robert F.

| Kennedy had charged last

September patients at Rome
and Willowbrook “live like
animals in a zoo.” Rockefeller
vigorously condemned t h e

arges.
[“Meariwhile, the state will de-
énd'itself in court today against
a”elaih that a 6-year-old re-
boy died of malnutrition
71962 after having spent 13
days -at Willowbrook. The father

i§' seeking $500,000 in damages.
’3 s Anderson of Selden,

J ury;""Rock
State School Probe

L. I, a school custodian, filed
the suit in the Court of Claims.
He contends that his son, Ed-
ward, died as a result of negli-
gence by the institution’s staff.
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list of conclusions for presenta-
tion to the entire body at its
next meeting, Dec. 14.
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THE COMMITTEE will begin

Anderson asserted that when|its work at a meeting today

he visited his son April 12, 1962,
the boy “‘appeared to be on the
verge of death.” He obtained
his son’s release and took him

with District Attorney John M.
Braisted Jr, |

When the committee has com-
pleted drawing up its conclu-

home. Ten minutes after they|sions, copies will be mailed to

arrived home Edward died.
Sl ki

other members of the grand

‘|jury for their consideration pri-

THERE SEEMS little likeli-|or to the Dec: 14 meeting.

hood that any indictments will

If the grand jury should hand

be returned by the Island grand|up a report, it is possible for

jury.
Since last June the grand jury

has been weighing evidence of
possible criminal negligence in

the deaths of three school resi-
dents earlier this year, and the
conditions surrounding them.

The Staten Island facility,
along with other state schools
for the meéntally retarded,
were targets earlier this fall
of criticism by public offi-
cials, including Senator Ken-
nedy.

The grand jury yesterday re-
portedly named a five = anan|
committee to sift evidemew

sented so far and to p’l a uw*public'twmlcuste bﬂ”d
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it to take a stand on any .or
all of three 'chief areas. The
grand jury could:

@ Recommend that action be
instituted for the dismissal of
public officers or employes, or
that disciplinary aetion be
taken.

@ Exonerate a party which it
feels may have been injured as
a result "of its investigation,
providing the party solicits such
exoneration and approves any
statement the gra%;w,m,
mthn&wem-n; Jzailtgn ot}

gislative.,

@ Propase 'le
ve or administrativ
)
its findings. ¢,,,,.--$y
bl ig " that the grand
jury has explored in depth’ con-
ditions at the school, including
shortages of personnel and over-
crowding.
W

IN THE WAKE of the three
deaths and the public criti-
cisms, the state Mental Hygiene
Department has already taken
steps toward updating the!
school’s plumbing system and|
other facilities, increasing its
staff and, on orders from Gov.
Rockefeller, to relieve over-
crowding.

Two patients died of burns
suffered from being scalded
while showering. The third was
strangled by a restraining de-
vice.

The grand jury yesterday
heard testimony from two of
the school’s engineers and
from the mother of a former
resident.

Braisted said he plans to re-
quest that the grand jury ’s life
be extended again to complete
its work on the Willowbrook
probe and on another investiga-
tion, involving Building Depart-
ment inspectors, which will con-
tinue past the Willowhrook m- ;
vestigation. The grand jury’s
present term expires Dec. 13.




