Mental Health—-—Rocky"
And Bobby Chided .

An upstate Republican senator had impartially critical
words to say yesterday about the public actions on mental
health taken by Democratic U. 8. Sen. Robert Kennedy and
Republican Gov. Rockefeller.

The critic, Sen. George Metcalf of Auburn, had Just
been accredited to speak out on the subject by receiving
the Adolf Meyer Award for “outstanding contributions in
the field of mental health.” He was one of five such recipi-
ents at the Alexander Krinsky Memorial Luncheon of the

Association for Improvement of Menta] Health at the New,

York University Loeb Student Center.

Sen. Metcalf said generally that neither Sen. Kennedy’s
recent publicized tours and criticism of New York’s mental
health institutions nor the Governor’s announced five-year
construction program had helped in solving the mental
health problem. ; 3

Specifically, he called the Senator’s visits to. the state
echool at Rome and the Willowbrook school in Staten Is-
land as a “fishing expedition,” which provided an “‘emo-
tional outburst” but no helpful information “which must
precede real progress in the field.”

As for Gov. Rockefeller’s description of his projected
program for 37 new installations as “the most comprehen-
sive and extensive in the nation,” Sen. said it would
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fimapk-£T:” too,: have”Visited | the Willow--
rook Staté Scheol many ‘timesiinot’ as 4”senator
r mn%iﬁaﬂ;‘”ﬁf 2§ a member of a committee to

“improve the evils of the world. I have scen it

through the eyes of a mother, whose son now calls
it his home. 1 am not blinded,* however, to the
conditions others have seen and reported. I know
full well that the school is overcrowded and under-,
staffed, and 1 am grateful others have alerted the
public to these facts and hope they will be remedied.

But I also have seen something else that per-
haps only a mother can see and I feel this, too,-
should be known. I have seen love and compassion
in the eyes of the nurses and aides caring for my
son. 1 have seen this love returned to them in my
little boy’s eyes, and no child, anywhere, can con:
jure up love just for visitors’ day.

I think, perhaps, it is also time to praise—time
to express a mother’s gratitude to the staff now at
Willowbrook. My son now has many mothers of
many races and creeds but with the same common
denominator—love. —P.M. Hanlon
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