Aid Gouverneur

A suggestion to move some
of the mentally retanded chil-
dren in Gouverneur Hospital
into the pediatrics wards of
city and voluntary hospitals
was made today by the execu-
tive director of the Assn. for
the Help of Retarded Children.

“I don't know if the space
is available but if only a hand-
ful of these children could be
moved, it would be weil worth
_the effort,” Dr. William A.
pkel.said.
believes the plan—which
theen _“mulling over” the
lays—could achieve
vorthwhile objectives.
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The first and most immgdi.

ate benefit, he said, wouldsbe

to take the children -out of
“that rotten old buildin‘g‘ﬁ
‘(Gouverneur).

“We have to realize that pri-
marily these are children who
need basic nursing and pedi-
jatric care. The schooling and
training programs that are
necessary would come later.”

In emphasizing that the re-
tarded child is “different,” it
is often overlooked that, ﬁrst;
and foremost, “this is a childi
who needs help,” Dr. Fraenkel|
said.

Staff ‘Shortages Cited

Moving some of the children
into general hospitals would
add to the number of medical
people working in the field -of
mental retardation, he said.

“We're a long way from soiv-
short-

be good for the specialists to
get some training in another
area.” z

Parents of mentally retard-
ed children would benefit from
Dr. Fraenkel's plan in several
ways.

Points, Out Benefits

By sprejding these chil-|
dren  through  the five bor.'
ogghs, we Would be hélping

easier for them to visit
children—but in letting #t
know that they can get’
in the community withou
ing to a special place. g
“It would also show f#the
that other children have
handicaps—that their
not as different as they
Dr. Fraenkel has not 4
mally proposed his suggestion
yet but said he plans to.in.the
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Call for Volunteers i

dMembers of the Richmond Count
pital Fund of New York use a bla
sketch poster ideas in connection with the agency’s drive for hospital voluns+
wsteers. Candidates will receive a free general orientation course in hospital ‘vols!0’
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y Coordinating Committee of the United Hes~
ckboard in Richmond Memorial Hospital-te

s unteer work. Left to right are Mrs. Fletcher Wells of Staten Island Hospital:*"
odMrs« Jack Hammond of Willowbrook State School; Mrs. Thomas R. Harlan qfa
* 8t. Vincent’s Hospital, chairman of the coordinating committee, and Mrs.
t4broge L. Gillon of Richmond Memorial Hospital, chairman of the orient

Féommittee.
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