Ex- Will'owbrook Boss

Dr. Harold H. Berman, for-
mer director of Willowbrook
State School, testified yesterday
before the holdover grand jury
probing into the deaths this
year of three mentally retarded

1949 to 1964, when he was suc-
ceeded by Dr. Jack Ham-
mond. Dr. Hammond is
scheduled to appear hefore
the grand jury in the near
future,

Dr. Berman reportedly

residents of  the Staten Island(shared the  widely expressed

‘institution,

Dr. Berman was the only wit-
ness and remained closeted
‘with the-grand jury for more
than an hour.

v |aDr] erman served as the

view that most of the school’s
problems could be traced to a
scarcity of funds.

BE Ry
THE SCHOOL was unable to

“thire sufficient personnel to pro-
Vide, proper supervision, and

h}mﬁtqﬁqu”s@ggcmx"?fr?% many of the employes were in-
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expericnced and inadequate, it
is claimed. THe situation was
said to be a result of the lack
of funds, in addition to com-
paritively-low wages offered.

Willowbrook and other state
institutions for the mentally re-
tarded have been criticized in
recent weeks by U.S. Sen. Rob-
ert ¥. Kennedy and other per-
sons and organizations.

. The grand jury has heard
vevidence linking couditions-af
- Willowbrook i:with the ' deaths ;

of the three atients, - inolg
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* One’’ child died of “burne ‘suf--
fered” ag ‘a 'resmmg‘-

scalded ‘while showering, and
another died of strangulation
when an improper restraining
device became entwined around
her neck. The third resident,
an adult, also di'e‘d;,of . burns
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