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land. It was Willowbrook that
sustained the brunt of Senator
Kennedy’s attack—a place, he
said, where retarded children
waste away their lives “in dim-
ness and gloom and idleness and
stench.”
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e association’'s an-
nual dinner. The parents’ affec-
tion for him was explained
afterwards by Mrs, Shirley
Epstein, president of the Benev-
olent Society, which is com-
posed of the families of Willow-
brook children.

Mrs. Epstein’s son had lived
at Willowbrook until he died
a few years ago.

“Everything Kennedy said
about Willowbrook is  true”
Mrs. Epstein said, “and I could
tell you even worse horror stor-
ies. But don’t blame it on Dr.
Hammond.

“That man has worked day
and night for those children
since he took over Willowbrook
a year ago. He has pleaded with
the department for more staff,
more equipment, more funds.
Long before Bobby Kennedy got
into the act, Dr. Hammond was

said, “living in filth and
their clothing in rags, in i
less comfortable and cheerful
than the cages in which we put
animals in a zoo — without
adequate supervision or a bit
of affection — condemned to a
life without hope.”
Failures of State Cited

Joseph T. Weingold, the as-
sociation’s exccutive director,!
told the convention: {

“In 38 years of the existence
of the Department of Mental
Hygiene, we have finally ar-
rived at the present state of
services for the retarded. The
department has failed utterly,
to meet the standards of care|
for patients in the state schools
for the mentally retarded. |

“It would be completely use-|
less to reorganize the depart-|
ment when mental retardation
‘is a very secondary considera-|

tion in comparison to mental
lillness. The only remedy we can,
see is a separate department
with its own commissioner.” !

Mental retardation stems from}

i 0_get those characters
move.”

ation’s legislative
called for- abol-
ees now paid gy
of the mentally re-

tarded in state institutions.
These fees, based on income,
rang: to a maximum of $210
a month. Mr, Weingold said a
family with an annual income
of $5,000 was generally charged
$35 to $50 a month for the
care of a retarded patient.

He pointed out that other
handicapped persons—the blind,
the deaf, and tubercular pa-
tients—are cared for by the
state at no cost to their fami-
lies.

At the very least, Mr. Wein-
gold said, there ought to be a
cutoff at age 21, when parents
normally stop paying for the
support of their children.
Education Stressed

The association also demand-
ed a law requiring that retarded
youngsters in institutions re-
ceived educations comparable
to that which they would if
they were living at home.

Dr. Hammond said hundreds
of children at Willowbrook were
capable of learning, but were
not realizing their potentials
for lack of teachers.

He said that he had wanted

to be on hand for the presenta-

!tion of a $50 award to Clarence|
Stevens as the outstanding em-
‘ploye at Willowbrook. The as-
sociation made identical awards
to employes from each of the
|state institutions for the re-

tarded. Speaking of Mr. Ste-
vens, Dr. Hammond said:

“Regardless of whether he is
always present and more than
willing Mr. Stevens has never.
forgotten that he started as an
attendant, and he still volun-
teers his services to the care
of patients.”

During the convention, the
delegates inspected the facili-
ties at Mount McGregor in
nearby Wilton, a division of the|
Rome State School. They agreed
that Mount McGregor, a former
Veterans Administration rest
home that was taken over by
the Mental Hygiene Depart-
ment five years ago, was a
model institution.

With 345 patients, Mount Me-
gregor is the only such institu-|
tion in the state that is not
overcrowded. Some of the less
severely retarded even have,
their own rooms, a fact that
impressed Willowbrook parents,
whose children must walk over
other beds to reach their own.

The convention elected James
Reville of the Letchworth Vil-
lage chapter as president of the
association for the coming year.
Mr. Reville, a New York City
stockbroker, succeeds Mrs, John
Gross of the Nassau County
chapter.

Stevens Previously Honored

Recently a special committee
of Willowbrook's 2,000 employes
named Mr. Stevens the school's
“outstanding” staff member.

According to a school official,
the maintenance foreman always
put the patient's welfare first.
On his own time Mr. Stevens
invented toys and ‘“gadgets” for|
the amusement of the children.!
Many of them were fabricated!
out of odds and ends of dis-
carded equipment. |
Mr. Stevens joined Willow-'
brook 16 years ago after work-|
ing at St. Lawrence Hospital
in Ogdensburg as an attendant.|
At Willowbrook he was ad-
vanced to carpenter foreman
and finally maintenance fore-
man. |




