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Crowding and Add to Staff

By HOMER BIGAKRY i

In shocked silence a Staten|physical rehabilitation therapists|
Island grand jury toured Wil-inow. The Governor has author-l
lowbrook State School for Men-|ized 12 new ones. And there
tal Defectives yesterday and

learned that, despite recent ac-
tion by Governor Rockefeller,

are only 11 occupational thera-?
pists, 7 recreational therapists
and 33 teachers. The Governor

the institution will remain un-
derstaffed and overcrowded for
months to come.

The jurors, accompanied by

has approved 36 new occupa-
tional therapists, 23 more rec-
reational therapists, 13 new
teachers.

District ~ Attorney John M| Byt Willowbrook always has
Braisted Jr. inspected thelnad trouble with recruitment,
shower stalls where two pa-|and these specialists are in
tients were fatally burned by|short supply. Dr. Hammond said,
scalding water. Those and threeljt might take several months|

other violent deaths in the last

to find the additional skilled

14 months could have been
avoided if the institution had
been adequately staffed, accord-
ing to Dr. Jack Hammond, di-
rector of Willowbrook.
| On Tuesday Governor Rocke-
feller authorized the recruit-
ment of 84 additional therapists|the number of ward attendants.
for the hospital. Therapists are/But there are now 200 vacancies
Ithe professionals who teach the|in ward personnel. Qualified
\mental defectives how to coor- workers are repelled by the.
{dinate their movements, how to overcrowding and by the stench|
“play, how to make things, and/of wards where many of.ther
—for children with severe phys- patients are not even toilet-
ical disabilities—how to walk! trained.
and talk. | Five violent deaths 1’.
< < |Willowbrook have been at-
HennedysCriticiam [tributed directly to inadequate
Without enough therapists to custodial staff. The  jurors
help them, many children atiseemed especially interested in
'Willowbrook are consigned. toithe two scaldings.

what Senator Robert F. Ken-| They went first to Building
nedy, a recent visitor there, de-|o7 where, on May 13, John
scribed as a life of blankness Taylor, 8 years old, suffered
endured “in dimness and gloom|ay excruciatingly painful ac-
and idleness and stench.” cident while in the custody of

personnel.
Wards Also Understaffed
And there remains the drastic
|understaffing of the wards. Ear-
lier this year Governor Rocke-
feller approved an increase in

The - jurors were visiblylan attendant.
moved, some brushing away| John had been in the isola-
tears, when Dr. Hammond

tion room, suffering from an in-

showed them a few of the “mir-
acles” that can happen to re-
tarded children when they re-
ceive therapy.

In one room the jurors saw
children afflicted with cerebral
palsy being trained how to
stand, how to lift their feet and
take a few halting steps.

In an adjacent room, Cindy,
an 8-year-old spastic patient,

whose hands always seemed to
writhe uncontrollably, was be-1j§t

testinal parasite. Late that aft-
ernoon an 18-year-old girl, who
had been hired a short time be-
fore as a ward attendant, took
him to the shower room.

There had been some trouble
with the plumbing. The cold
water valves were stuck
the cold water pi
roded. The mixing V.
waork, and - the .water
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ves did’t!
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4»tate Mental Hospitals Today: Problems Here

Mrs. Stanley Verhey helps group of deaf children to learn
Willowbrook State School for Mental Defectivey:’ & ¥ip-reading _apd talking. The ﬂchq()!ﬁlj) understaffed

parently did not mnotice the

steam rising from the

hose she was directing on ;g A,

patient. Nor did she seem to
detect the violent redness that
developed on John’s back even
though the patient was scream-
ing. But the disturbed at Wil-
lowbrook often cry.

John was dressed and re-
turned to the isolation room,
The girl reported nothing. In
his agony, the boy began but-
ting his head against the wall.
He hurt hemself so badly that
‘a nurse summoned a doctor to
stitch a headwound. Then the
doctor, preparing to administer
a dose of penicillin, stripped the
boy and discovered, to his hor-
ror, that John's body was black-
ened with burns. The child died
early the next morning.

In the hall outside the shower
there is this notice on the bulle-
|tin board dated May 15:

“Test water BEFORE show-
ering each patient.”

What happened to the girl?

“We terminated her employ-
ment,” Dr. Hammond said.

She was never arrested. At
first, according to District At-
torney Braisted, “she tried to
hide it, then, on the advice of
her attorney, she gave a full
statement.”

The jurors, assured that
the valves were now in prop-
er working order, went to
the Medical-Surgical Building,
where a fatal scalding had oc-
curred in February. On that
occasion, Herbert Harber, 42, a
paralytic, was pushed in his

wheelchair under a steaming
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ors passed a ward where they

saw, among several bedridden|ed

'patients, a youth wearing a
Stoott‘mll helmet as he lay in a
{bed with padded sides.
' A’ nurse explained that ordi-

used to keep the very disturbed
patients from butting their

Blind Learn ‘Memory Wprk’
After lunch the jurors re-
turned to Willowbrook and saw
Some more hopeful aspects of
the place. Dr. Hammond took
them to a classroom where 14
blind children were learning
“memory work.” The children
had memorized a Halloween
poem, which they recited in uni-
son, then they sang “Alleghany
Moon.” Their teacher played a
recording of “Carolina,” which
the children accompanied by
ringing bells and playing xylo-
phones and a glockenspiel.
A boy who had misplaced his!
baton groped vainly about, but
did not show his panic. “A few
years ago,” his teacher said,
“Arthur would have been so up-
set over this that he'd probably
go into tantrums. Now he waits|
patiently.”
The jurors also saw classes
in speech training and occupa-
tiona! therapy. But Dr. Ham-
mond emphasized that many
children remained without men-
tal and physical stimulation and
that they would deteriorate and
become even more retarded un-
less they had more contact with|
the staff.
The Governor’s steps, he said,
represented “only the minimal
requirements.” e next step
must be some reduction in over-
crowding, he declared, and per-
haps the state would lease or
purchase prefabricated stain-
year, Copies of the booklet are
available free from the center,

less steel buildings to be erecte
on the campus,
Dr. Hammond will

testify
next Tuesday before the

grand

jury. District Attorney Braisted *

praised Dr. Hammond, saying:
“It’s clear to me he's trying to
treat patients to
extent possible. He has been
of inestimable aid and assist-
ance to us. He had held back
nothing.” J

the greatest

shower by a “disturbed” patient.
To reach the shower the jur-

Box 4068, Santa, Barbara, Calif.,
the center announced.
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