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By JOIIN SIBLEY
! Gouvernor Rockefeller author-
ized yesterday the immediate
recruitment of therapists and
teachers for the Willowbrook
State Schoo! for Mental Defec-
tives.

Willowbrook, on Staten
Island, was one of the institu-
tions attacked by Senator
|Robert F. Kennedy last month
in a scathing denunciation of
the state’s treatment of its re-
tarded children.

The Governor acted in re-
sponse to a demand by State
Senator Harry Kraf, Democrat-
ic chairman of the Joint Leg-
islative Committee on Mental
Retardation. Senator Kraf had|
threatened to “start screaming!
and fighting” unless the Wil-
lowbrook staff was enlarged. ¥

Willowbrook now has atotal ' 4 »
staff of 2,150 to care
more than 5,900 patients.vmd _‘o

At the request of Mr.Y '
| Willowbrook’s  direc WM‘I P lﬁmﬁl‘ Mlﬂ’!:ll
Jack ‘Hammond, had "n the metropolitan area that
a “rock bottom” list of Id be adapted to receive
specialists he would e rflow TR}I)ausnts rg::mtwli_‘llow-
proper auentilgo K e department began
mﬂdﬁnﬂ Eini yrch for new quarters more
a1 a year ag

MW eSSyt A%, Before yesterdays announce-
;hcnt the Governor had sched-
“n’;""y'”" be“m uled a meeting in his New York
1= du"mllst. It ulls for 38 mew|office * this ~afternoon  with
— sﬁon.l the i |Willowbrook's board of visitors
k?:\s‘tx)p.rook now' has 11) 23 new|and with officers of .t.he Benevo-
recreational therapists "(now 7, 1enthoclety. :v hicfh eslc]orsg: S:l(:

13 new teachers (now 33), and pgtie:mparen b AT
:fmw“;;” physical therapists|™, “ciion Island granfl jtxry
p . . |is continuing an investigation
T[}é: g\oev;r::lx;aﬁ .::gceofes&‘\é of conditions at Willowbrook,
m:“h ositions at $430.000. an inquiry that began three
| chator Kraf voiced delight months before Senator Kennedy
|yesterday that the Governor a"}éfk‘m ﬁ::g‘t‘;:s Lhiesre.giving
|had met Ihls den:aﬁd s g:,, speci:.l gttenhon ?o three un-
clared: “I can tell you n 3
we're going after the others.” s|natural deaths that have oc

He said he and his commit-
, “visit, - the|"®

‘ St starele :
a ninth, the Suffo e :
o~ 4|School, will begin accepting ;etp'g";- ;éa-‘;ome kind” by the end
pﬁUents at the end of t.hlsd wetl!lll; e o kaany ) aselined o
Senator. lenbedys mack invitation to appear before the
gmuch publicized charges at a BT j0ar i gt
; ','n".’{{‘erég };;:Ld :;;h:hl:tm%ecir:é tions he had reported could bel
: ;ner<onallw inspected Willow- seen by anyone who visited Wil

wbrook. In letter to Mr.|

|brook and a sister institution g’m?;:’e 3 Mhe éenator de e
7ijat Rome. Describing the young had no knowledge of criminal
disabled patients, Senator Ken- e TRt TRy
i said’ negligence on i' part o y
i &rhat do they do during thel®n€ at the institution.
day? Many just rock back and
|forth, They grunt and gibber
and soil themselves. They take
off their clothes. They struggle
and quarrel, though great doses
of tranquilizers usually keep
them quiet and passive.

“But for the most part they
sit, too often in dimness an
gloom and idleness and stench
staring at the wall or an at-
tendant or an  occasional
strange visitor.”

Mr. Rockefeller disclosed yes-
terday that he has directed the
State Department of Mental

|

l- -Mcntal H) giene Dept has unul Dee 1
$ to ease overcrowding at Staten Island's Wu W

brook State School for the Men-
tally Retarded. That deadline
was set yesterday by Gov- Rock-

i efeller.

The institution, along with the
Rome state school was named
in charges by Sen. Robert F.
Kennedy, who said patients and
lived “like anim~'s in a »--"

Rockefeller and Mental Hygi-
ene Dept. officials repuca ¢ ..t
steps to relieve overcmwdmo
and to recruit additional person-
nel, had been long under way.:
The Governor said that under
terms of a $430,000 allocation
in the current state budget, the
|state would immediately begin
to recruit 84 additional educa-
tion and therapy specialists. Un-’
der a $40,000 allocation, so stu-
dents from this city are in
training as practical nurses. at
Williwobrook, he said.

Nearly $1000000 m 1mprove-
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