ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — Gov.
Rockefeller accused LOERY, Sen'
iiob(.ert F. Kennedy last night cf |

trymg .to trade off human suf-
ferm‘g’.’ in the recent furor over |
conditions at state facilities f |
the mentally retarded. 42

That charge was the sh
hurled py the Republicanaer(E:\s'E |
ernor since the Democratic Sen-
ator touched off the cont
th}xzae weeks ago.

ennedy toured. several
schools for the mentally ref;?":i?
ed, then declared that, because
of overcrowding and other prob-
le'ms,. some patients at those in-
str'tutxons were worse off ‘“‘tha
animals in a zoo.” 3

state’s mental health
S T
mTa}ln television interviegv.ogram
e governor noted that th
Kem?edy criticism was madg
public one week before the state
mgntal' hygiene department un-
v;n:;:d its master plan for care
of the state’s mentally ill i
next 10 years. %
: Th’?t study,” said Rockefel-
er, “had been completed a
mqnth and a half before and
prmstoed, and was well known.”
“So,” he added, “it P
é;ttle_ bit as though g
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ALBANY (AP) — Sen. Rob-

ert F. Kennedy was under fire
today from Gov. Rockefeller for
“trying to trade off human suf-
fering” in a “political gimmick”
for his protests over conditioris
at state facilities for the men-
tally retarded.

The Republican governor
hurled the charge yesterday
in the latest. gun sounded
since the Democratic senator
touched off a furor three
weeks ago over care for the
mentally ill.

Kennedy had toured state
schools for the mentally retard-
ed at Rome and at Willowbrook, |
on Staten Island, then declared .
that some patients were worse!
off “than animals in a z0o.” |

* x %

IN AN interview broadcast by
an Albany television station
(WTEN), the Republican gover-
nor defended the state’s mental
health program. it

Rockefeller said the Kennedy
criticism came one week be-
fore a 10-year master plan for|
mental health was unveiled.

“That study,” the governor '

said, “had been completed a

month and a half before and

printed, and was well known.”
He added: i |
“Sg, it loks a little bit as
though it was a political gim-
mick — trying to-tradecoff hu-
man suffering <= whedt né-'geate

‘had, dofe what' New: maaﬂe}m
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