Clash Over
Mental Care

Gov. Rockefeller and Sen. Kennedy clashed sharply
today over the issue of state care for the mentally ill.

Rockefeller called Kennedy’s recent criticism of the
state mental health program a “political gimmick” and
accused him of “trying to trade off human misery.”

Kennedy, who touched off the controversy three

weeks ago after visiting two state *h00! for retar =
dren, reacted to Roc , ’gp ]$ ‘led c]}'nlw

“I have been mvolve& s
mental - retardation for; W@
years,” said the Senator\
older sister Rosemary has long-
been a hospitalized mental pa-.
tient.
Rocky Puzzles Kennedy

“I don’t feel that the remarks
of the Governor are helpful in
improving the condition of our
state’s most unfortunate citi--
zens.” )

Then Kennedy said of the
Governor, “Sometimes I can’t
figure him out.”

These were the sharpest ex-
changes since Kennedy’s visits to
state schools for the retarded
in Rome, N. Y., and at Willow-
brook on Staten Island early
this month.

On Sept. 10, testifying before
a joint state legislative commit-
tee, Kennedy said: “There are
many (patients)—far too many
—Iliving in filth and dirt, their'
clothing in rags, in rooms less
comfortable and cheerful than.
the cages in which we put ani-
mals in a zoo.”

‘He's Uninformed’

“I think it's a case of him
bemu completely uninformed,”

ockefeller- said yesterday in an

,T\f interview.: x .4 4
©1¥He: [ just, - came. <hete’  fram
qummm he: dgesn:t,
; York.. Statey
fadnpied a master plan-for; mehi
tal health which his late brother
recommended to the national
- Congress. {

“He didn’t know that the,

reason for the overcrowdiing
was that people in these hos-!
pitals had been so sympathetic|
to 'pleas of the parents to take
the children in. They didn’t have
to take the children in. The
tragedy in a family where there
is one of these children is such
« that the hospitals opened their
arms beyond their capacity .. "

Kennedy called the Governor’s
attack “intemperate.”

“I don’t question that he is
as interested as I am in making
progress in this unhappy field,”
he said. “But I would like to see
everybody working together in;
this state to deal with this prob-
lem.”




