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Willowbrook and Rome State
School produced shock waves,
has been invited to. testily by
District Attorney Braisted,

Kennedy today offered to co-
operate with Gov, Rockefeller |
“in any and every way” to bring
improved conditjons.

He made the statement in pa-
Sponse to Rockefeller's asse)-
tion that mentally retarded
children “are gelting  better
care and greater personal atten.
tion from better trained people
than ever before, all through-
out the state.”

Rockefeller added, however,
that “we still have a long way
to go.” The Governor's com-
ments came during a visit to
Craig Colony School at Sonyea,
in upstate Livingston County.

Apprised of Rockefeller’s re-
marks, Kennedy said:

“Without looking to the past
I would agree witly Governor
Rockefeller that a great deal
needs to be done by all of us.”
Meanwhile, Rockefeller today
made public a telegram from the
State Assn. for Retarded Chil-
dren urging him to ignore news-
Paper criticism of the Gouver-
neur  Hospital children’s unit
here. “It is one of the bright
spots of institutional care of the
severely retarded,” the group
said.

Braisted said he hoped - Ken-
nedy had something “material 1o
contribute” to the Willowbrook
grand jury hearing.

Dr. Jack Hammond, Wiliow-
brook director, said  Kennedy
breezed through the place and
did not stay long enough to
grasp the problems in proper
context,

Hammong conceded that, al-
though there were exaggera-
tions, the Senator's assertions
were  basically  true. He alsy
said they were the very prob.
lems that he has been contend-
ing with since he took over al
little more than a year ago. |

Hammond sa’'d he had cur-
tailed admission and that the!
population had edged down-
ward from 6,400 to 5.900. But,
with a rated capacity of 4,500,
the school still remains over-
crowded.

In citing Willowbrook's special
problems, the 49-year-old psychi-
atrist stressed the n or more




