r»«: o

by A Wo'“;"" f'Recdlls the Death’

Caaw, "

NEW YORK’P.O.ST. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1965

Vis

By TIMOTHY LEE

yvear of his life. v
Six months ago he was trans-
ferred to Ward C, which is one
of those visited by Sen. Robert

men sit, befouled, dazed in their
private night.
“He was transferred there be-

alwayvs beating him up and he
wouldn’'t defend himself,” his
mother says. “The attendants
were good to him but there just
weren't enough of them to keep
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Kennedy last week, where naked

cause the other patients were:
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Of Her Son at Willowbrook

The young man named Thomas spen> years at the Willowbrook State School for
the Mentally Retarded before he was killed by a fellow patient last July in the 26th

the others from beating him up.”

Dr. Jack Hammond, director
of the school, says it is difficult
to get male attendants to work
in the ward described by Sen.
Kennedy as “filthy.”

Each time she visited Thomas
during his stay in Ward C, his
mother says, he found him cut
and bruised. Because he com-
municated so poorly he was
never able to tell her who beat
him.
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“lat the Assn. for

d tpe ‘mother says.

“The attendants told me the
others picked on him because
he was so big [6-foot-4],” she
says. “The beatings didn’t stop
when he was transferred and
he didn’t belong in Ward C any-
way. He was able to bathe and
dress himself and go to the
toilet. Now I feel I was lax in
not doing something about it
when he was beaten up all the
time.”

Because of the conditions, and
in some cases the treafment,
some parents with the means to
do so have withdrawn their chil-
dren from state institutions and
placed them with private
agencies.

One Brooklyn mother took
her 14-year-old daughter out of
the Letchworth Village school
near Haverstraw and took a job
to pay the $315 monthly fee at a
private institution in Con-
necticut.

Another Brooklyn woman took
her 22-year-old son out of Wil
lowbrook after eight years be-
cause he was punished for walk-
ing the grounds without permis-
sion. Like Thomas, he was able
to bathe and aress himself and
use the toilet, but his punish-
ment, she says, was removal of
hir clothes and at least orne day
spent” in Ward C.

He now attends a day center
the Help of
Retarded Children, a private or-
ganization operated with match-
ing funds from private contri-
butions and federal and state
grants.

“He learned more in a month
at the AHRC than he learned
in eight years at Willowbrook,"

e |

fAd A




