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State Plnp'om%ts Only 23 Pct.
Of Repair Costs at Gouverneur

By FELIX KESSLER

Of the World-Telegram Staff
New York State today was
able to account for only $23,
000 plus labor costs of the

tire building, the Mental Hy-
giene Department spokesman
said engineers had checked the
antiquated hospital in 1961,
before it was leased from the

furor over the hospital trig-
gered last week when retarded
children were found sprawled
on floor mats.

The bleak hospital.was

ated by the city, Grlbetz said, taken from the Mental Hygiene
it was last inspected in 1959,|Department. Mrs. Ruth Gross,
when it underwent alterations.|the organization's president,

On another front, the State|said the department “has dem-
Assn,, for, Retarded Children|onstrated its bankruptcy with

; i C “ ) i lly re-
to have been|City- The spokesman could noteant only as a temporary sdiction over regard" to the menta

S;Z?ISOO onsal?emgdeli.:g o:ceg say whether any inspections|crisis provision,” according:to ed patients be|tarded.

abandoned Gouverneur Hospi-|nad been made since then. Gov. Rockefeller, who said they: i

tal.

building would be cl% *
soon as possible. o
But Hammond said it would
be 10 years before the chlldren
could be moved out.

Although the spokesman in-
sisted the dingy building “has
been inspected by any number
of professionals,” she was un-
able to furnish any dates when

At the same time, the state
was unable to provide records
showing that. the obsolete
Lower East Side institution—

housing 208 mentally retard-
ed children—has had a thor-

the hospital was checked since
its acquisition. She also was

Inspected in 1959 ‘

Questioned as to the city’s‘
role in the inspections, Build-|
ings Commissiomer Judah'
Gribetz pointed out that under
the state mental hygiene law,
the city does not have Auﬂ:or

ough top-to-bottom inspection
for structural defects in the
past four years.

A spokesman for the State
Department of Mental Hy-

unable to describe the extent
of the inspections.

10-Year Wait
The state’s uncertainty over

giene said that $6000 of thefSpecific inspection details was 1ty to check the building.
renovation funds was spent to|the latest developmentin thel| MWMN*I‘ Vi
1repair two elevators and an-}i - o ;

other $27,000 was used for:
paint, plaster and bulldmz,
materials.

Changes Inspected

The remainder went for la-
bor costs, the spokesman said.

This would be about $80,000, SCHOOL CiviL
according to the $100,000 over- NEWS aSHE

all rehabilitation figure sup- k: AR AT Y Y
plied by Dr. Jack Hammond, L ”‘" & .
director of Gouverneur's par- P"9° 23 Page 53

ent institution, the Willow-
brook School on Staten Island.

Hammond originally said
“hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars” had been spent to re-
furbish the 67-year-old build-
ing. “I was confused about the
number of zeroes,” he said,
after correcting the estighate.

The State Public Works De-
partment said it inspected
these alterations in 1963 when
they were completed. It de-
scribed the job as “more or
less minor work.”

Work Planned

A Public Works spokesman
said another $30,000 contract
to rehabilitate the elevator
controls will be undertaken
and should be complcted thh




