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B me” What have [
have ilis happen””
anzuished ery i the
‘peaction of most par
"{nen they are told

mmediate feelincs
and desparr are
the franti

®

less search for a moce nope-
ful verd:et

“Ycu spend as much as
vou can possibly afford to
tind someone to tell vou it
wen't true.” said Mrs Israel
Epstein, whose retarded son
died 12 years ago at the age
of 9 1 went trom doctor
1o doctor, convinced tnat he
was suffering oWevs iy
chological block.”

Mre Fpstein is president
of tac Benevolent Sorciety
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: Cl&ﬁ(xdy‘ with rain tonight. Fair tomorrow. Details on Page 2.

NEW YORK, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1965 %%+

Despair Haunts the Pa;’renfs of Refar

| mentally disturbed over this

for Retarded Chlildren, @
. and it's hard to know how

volunteer group of mromy

said. “I've known people
i who have given up some
| thing, 1ke smoking, as a
. kind of penance for having
‘' & retarded child.”

There is & “pitiful lack of
‘tounscling” available to such

dren in Willowbrook State
school on Staten Island of -
its faciiities at Gouverneur
Hospital or the Bronx State
Hospita! by
It is not enough to tell pag -

whn have or have had chil itl help them,” Mrs. Epstein .

ents that their child § |

tally retarded: .| parents, she said.

accept it t She has been told, she
easv. said. that most medical stu-

“Many parents ,L?m, unless they are spe-
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clalizing in mental heal
receive only two hours of]
instruction in the field of!
retardation.
“So when you do have a
child and turn for help to
your obstetrician or pedia-
trician, he is unable to help.
Often, parents are told that
nothing can be done and to
institutionalize the child.”
There are severely ré
tarded children who must b
institutionalized because the§

t familles, particularly
are other children.
there has been more
In recent years to
home

iVailable. .
parents whose chil

dren have not been trainedi
or are untrainable, there ;-
always the fear that the re-
tardate will outlive the par
ents,

“I've been told many.
many times that I'm fortun
ate that my son died.” Mr<
Epstein said. ‘A mother (a!?
me just today that she prayve
every night that her child
will die before she does. Wh»
will care for him? It is 2
constant concern.”



