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tChildren Moved

Gov. Rockefeller today insisted that the archaic arA

once-abandoned Gouverneur Hospital was meart io be

. [used for mentally retarded children only as « “rerapi--
' |&ry crisis provision.” :

i - i Atthe same time he said
~[the tum - of - the - CONtUrY p. chitdren CONIL e maven
i Al . |Lower East Side institution— out.

1 h i {which was abandoned by the 7 2 el e

: 3 . ; Rockefeller, quesiioner .. 01l

: clty_ i 1961—would be erx:ptlgd contirued sta?e use t‘oi ihe

of its more than 200 ?aretxc bleak and antiquatad acsmiral.

ST W ,pam-..._‘s s s_omupos:db = saMl he did rot kpnow when

& i f Dﬁ‘?lte this asgurance from Gouverneur would 1. glnged
the Governag, Bowever, Dr. wn.

Jagh Haumend, whe is in *I will have to L5k e Men. ..
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money spent by
for the time being.”

covered.”

have avoided over
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Staten Island, also rualed out
{ransfer of the children to the
Suffolk State School in Mel.
ville, L. I, when that facility
% completed within a month,

Hammond said many young-

horuuse
1ottside the bormugh.

Jii ¥DIs g0 to the hospital each

i

“17is from Willowbrook and

!""¢ Bronx State Hospital
ixwouid he switched . to Suffolk,
fwhile children at Gouverneur
[« ventually would be sent to a

f'w  Manhattan hospital for

ithe retarded. The Manhattan -

facility  would probably be
crady in 10 yvears.

The official also sald Gou-
rnear was still being ysed
Manhattan parents
‘dind it easier to visit their
+idien there than at schacls

A\ check of visiting records|
“wed that about 30 to 40

7't to see their children.

e are 20R% youngsters.
vy af thein infants, at the
Vel Ut iy,

Niaia

tal Hyglene Department abeut
their seftedule,” he safd. *“The
the state to
! ”rehahuitate it makes 3t usyatife

Rockefeller said that . condi
ticns at Gouverneur and Wil
lowbrook “weren't Just dis

“I've been te both of them
myself,” he said. “We could

just by not taking these people ! !
m'n F

Recommendations to expand
facilities for the retarded were
made in a $310,700 saven-voi. .
report submitted to.!
Rockefeller during the week. '
*nd by an 800-Toemher- eom.i
mittee considering the problem

of the children have
*ooents, hut were put in|
ctnaur because  Willow-
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Of Retarded Tots

By MAXINY LOWRY
O the World-Telegram Stesp 5

“Why me? What have I
done tn have this happen””

This anguishad cry is the
first reaction of mest par-
ents when they are told
their child is mentally re.
tarded.

These immediate feelings
of guilt and despair are
followed bv the frantie,
often expensive, always fruit-
less search for a more hope
ful verdict.

“You spend as much as
vou can possibly afford to
find someone to tell vou it
isn't true,” said Mrs. Israe!
Epstein. whose retarded son
died 12 years ago at the age
of ¢ T went from doctor
to doctor, convinced that he
was suffering only a psy-
chological hlock.”

Mrs. Epstein is president
of the Benevolent Society
for  Retarded Children, a
volunteer group of parents
who have or have had chil
dren in Willowbrook State

i School on Staten Island or
©its facilities at Gouverneur

P e
i

Hospital or the Bronx State
Hospital.

Tt is not enough to tel] par-
ents that their child is men-
tally retarded: they must
accept it. And that is never
casy.

“Many  parents hecome
mentally disturbed over this
and it's hard to know how
fo help them.” Mrs Epstein

wid. “I've  known  people
who have giver up some-
thing  like smoking as a

kind of penance 1or having

There is a “pitiful lack of
counseling” available to such

arents, she said. .

g She ﬁg\ hehgl told, she
sald, that most nedical sty.
dents, unless they are spe-
cializing in mental health,
receive only two hours of
instruction in the field of
retardation.

“So when you do have a
child and turn for help to
your obstetriclan or pedia-
trician, he is unable to help.
Often, paren's are told that
nothing can be done and to
institutionalize the child.”

There are severely re-
tarded children who must be
institutionalized because they
need constant, ‘round-the-
clock care —an impossibility
in most families, par ticularly
1f there are other children.

Bul there has been more
cffort in recent yvears to
keep  retardates  at home
whenever possible.  Many,
with the proper training,
can hold jobg and live In the
cormunity; more could if
more funds and instructors
were available.

For parents whose chil
dren have not been trained
or arve untrainable, there is
always the fear that the re.
tardate will outlive the par-
ents. .

“I've  been told many,
many times that I'm fortun-
ate that my son died,” Mrs.
Epstein said. A mother told
me just taday that she prays
every nizht that her child
will die before she does. Who

will care for him? It is s
- constant concern.”
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