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'Wlllo‘\'Nbrook Charges

Toplc on Visiting Day

before Dr. (Jack) Hammond
" arrived.”

The head of the Willowbrook
parents group credited Ham-
mond, the tacillty’s director,

By MARK WIESNER

Today, with the dust still fly-
ing from the attack of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy on Willow-
brook State School, hundreds of
i e parents will show up at the in-

A0 = s stitution to visit their retarded

. youngsters.

S Some of the parents are
‘aghast at what they consider
an unfair and distorted attack.
To some the dlsclosures are old
Jlhat

| Why the wide discrepancy
,’amonw persons . vitally con-
. cerned with the health and:
| safety of their offspring?

| “There are some people who
‘would prefer to bury their
heads in the sand,” said Mrs.
' Israel Epstein, president of the
3 Benevolent Association for Re-

o tarded Children. .
o ar‘s{;me ;ar::,ris ‘could net live ROBERT F. KENNEDY Different of opinion over the

if they thought that everything extent of the federal govern-
isn’t all right,” she continued.|Kennedy said was not a revela-| ment's ability to help was as

’ “There are good buildings at|tion. widespread as it was over the

Willowbrook and some parents His remarks duplicated her degree of accuracy of Ken-

A ho have their children in : S nedys attack.
‘ :lxem do not know of the others|"" " before the Joint Legisla Hammond said that the in-

and they do not care. tive Committee on Mental Re-|stitution had applied for a fed-
“Then there is a hard core ofjtardation so closely that “‘they|eral grant of $100,000 to aid in

parents who are concerned/might have collaborated,” she an experimental program affect-

tions.

“The Department of Mental
Hygiene didn't seem to care
until Dr. Hammond got there.”

Among those calling for an
mvestxvatlon of lelowbrook is
Assemblyman Edward .J.
Amann Jr.,, a member of the
joint legislative committee un-

til recently.
*

S s
HE SENT a telegram to Gov.
Rockefeller askmv for a probe
“in view of the serious nature
of the charges made Wthh far
exceed overcrowdmg :
He had never encountered
conditions as described in his
visits there, the West Brighton
legislator said.

with trying to 1mprove condl-,




