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Dr. Jack Hammond, director
of Willowbrook State School, the
institution on Staten Island de-
scribed by Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy as “filthy” and “zoo-like,”
yesterday found himself defend-
ing the conditions at Gouver-
neur Hospital on Manhattan’s
East Side, an annex of Willow-
brook.

A highly-critical
beled Gouverneur as a “fort-
ress-like pile” and ‘“‘hopelessly
inadequate” for use as a hos-
pital for the mentally retarded.

Dr. Hammond, who called
Kennedy's report “exaggerat-
ed,” immediately called a
press conference {o explain

the conditions at the Manhat-
tan hospital. It was the sccond

such conference called hy the
director in two days.

According to Dr. Hammond,
the Manhattan annex of the Is-
land institution is well-staffed,
suitable for the care of mentally
retarded children and “fit” for
hospital use.

He led newsmen around the
hospital; explaining as he went
that"the 208 patients cared for
there haye belter rehabilitation |!
&cxhtlg,s than some ‘of)the. fa-

ities al, Wllldwbrook

rcport la-

5 &

EDIFION |

-

Lr. mHammon“d Defends
Willowbrook Annex

The

Manhattan instifution,

by the state’s Department of

Mental Hygiene from New York|there is overcrowding at Willow-
City. It is staffed by 198 em-|brook.

ployes.

MEANWHILL, 1t ‘was report-
ed that a four-month survey of
state mental hospitals made last
vear by a team of three wo-
men came to the same conclu-
sions as the senator.

The report, forwarded to
Governor Rockelfeller, has not
been released officially. Sen.
Kennedy has called on the gov-
ernor to make it public.

had been assigned to the in-
vestigation by the state’s Joint

STl ; pointed  to
Legislative Committee on Mental Bobee iate  Sitbal v s i

Retardation, praised the Gouver-
neur operation.

philosophy and attitude of the
director

Willowbrook is about $1,900 per
which is 67 years old, is leased patient.

acling commissioner of the de-
partment,
“a substantial

In th t. th ho!funds to improve the care of
Do LL T O, s children at state schools- criti-

cized by the senator.

stitutions
“It is the hopeful, dedicated|change.

(Dr. Harold Shiller) ported Dr.
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Dr. Hammond again admitted

Meanwhile the Department
of Mental Hygiene, which has
attracted criticism ever since
Kennedy testified Thursday
before the Joint Legislative
Committee on Mental Retar-
dation, found itself faced with
other problems.

Dr. Christopher F. Terrence,

said he would seek
increase’” in

Kennedy
Willowbrook and
that

most need

Dr. Terrence, however, sup-

Hammond and said

and his staff which sifts down|Kennedy had “distorted out of

to the very level of the attend-

all perspective”

the conditions

ant and results in better care|at the schools for the mentally

for the children,”
said.

patient “cust a2t Gouyvetngetr, is
hboub 84300 whnIe ‘the ‘cost at

the report|retarded.

“We do hope that our critics|

will be as kind to us in January
DR. llAMMOND sald the perEwhen the

egislature ebnvenes)
s they are ‘in September ” he
aid
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