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200 Retarded Tots Housed
In Hospital Closed by City
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The staff is eomposed of five.
psychiatrists, one murse, 113
ward attendands and 62 clerks,
maintenance men and guards,
the spokesman said. i

There are no physicians in
residence at the institution.

“Any physical problems are
immediately taken care of,"
the spokesman said. “but no
physicians as such are on the
roster. \Whenever there is any
problem because someone is|:
ill, doctors are available from
the main school on Staten
Island.”

At the time the building was
closed, it was described as
‘“non-fire-resistive” and its two
elevators were termed inad. '
equate under normal use and
possibly dangerous in a erisis.

Its Ushaped wards and gen-|¢
eral construction presented im-|:
mensely difficu!t problems in|:
guarding against hospital con-|.
tagion. Paint was peeling off|’
the walls.

From the time the building,
located at 621 Water St., was
leased from the city in August,
1961, until the first children
were- moved in six months
later, a general “refurbishing
and repainting” was under-
taken by the state, the spokes-
man said. She could not say
whether any major renovation
was undertaken.

Although she said the chil-
dren at Gouverneur comprised
the total under-five age cate-
gory at Willowbhrook, at least
another 1000 infants are also
housed in Staten Island build-
ings.

One of these “baby build-




