BY SECRETREPORT

islative Team’s Survey
Bears Out Findings of
Improper Child Care
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Senator Robert F. Kennedy's
jcharge that the state does not
iprovide proper care for m-
iy hil sup-

report of a special legislative
team that made a four-month
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The Senator's churie made
Thursday before a l:gisiative
‘committee, reverberated herc
‘and in Albany 5
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|retardates were milling around

neat with items tagged, and
shoes and rubbers were in in-

|visory committee to the Joint
Legislative Committee, A

Most Admissions to Mental

in the day room, stepping over,
1i over and ck

for the Department

“All lockers were near the|of Mental Hygiene said the re-|Gt

Homes Called Voluntary |climbing over a ode et
—due to lack of space.

“It was in this building that
the murder of one retardate by
another had taken place just a
few weeks before. Living under
such i could
only provoke more of these in-

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON
Most patients in the widely,
scattered public and private in-
for the Te-
tarded in the state have been
admitted voluntarily, the New|existen
York Department of Mental| “The stench was vile ln‘all
Hygiene said yesterday. "::l: day rooms. In the dormito-
2 s, beds are placed close to
« A spokesman for the agency each other with barely an inch
wever, that voluntary|petween them.”
| commitnint was one of three, Secti tned
procedures by which patients i in o: ml; Em:h:x; il
were admitted. All provide for| pa
review or release upon appli-

cidents. It is @ snake-pit type of |1y
ce.

port in which capital lettexsn

ies, We were pleased
to note that in all bathrooms
and most of the d i
there were mirrors available| The master plan, described in

for groo: A
“In_general, the female serv- sﬁven volum;na t;o},)e n;adepublic

ice of Rome State School was T
- ple of g the :‘ e;t?ilgded trg.tment for the
“‘Sﬁng m‘;:ﬂs W“d“t‘l"“s The confidential legislative,
umane. yas a notice-lreport was not. mentiomed yes-
able homelike atmosphere and terday, however, when the de-
g‘"&by’ , interest and  en- partment called a news con-
% ference in Albany to reply to
The women also praised the ot
care provided for retarded chil. Senator Kennedy's charges.
dren in the ancient brick build-| - Reasons for Conference
ing of Gouverneur Hospital on| Dr. Terrence was joined at
Mt:.nhatbm‘; Lower East Side.|the news conference by Dr.
New brick and mortar is George Wadsworth, assistant|

port had been considereq when
the department developed its
master plan.
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were used for
investigators said:

“The Department of Mental|
Hygiene must find other facil-
ities immediately to accom-

d: from

new
the New York area,

“In addition, new facilities
must be found in order to
transfer retardates out of Wil-
1 in order to alleviate

the
| cation.

In a voluntary admission, the|

! director of a state or private in-
!1tution is authorized by law
to receive a mentally
upon written applica-

him, if he is of age, or
parents, legal guardian

his

ys|which exists.
“Finally, new facilities must
be found to house the delin-

0 of good care,” \commissioner for the mentally

ghey said. “It is the hopeful, retarded, and Daniel J. Doran,

y and at for ad-

titude of “the director [Dr.|ministration.

Harold Schiller] and his staff The Commissioner said he
had called the session to avoid

Wwhich sifts down to the very
level of the attendant and re-|“the appearance of insensitivity
on our part to the charges—the

sults in better care for the
children.” that we denied
nothing.”

He acknowledged that the!
state spent $6.50 a day for the
care of each mental patient,
not including administration.
He compared this with $40 a

‘Stench Was Revolting®
At the Craig Colony in Son-
vea, then restricted to epileptic
patients, but now housing'
mental defectives as well, the
s made this find-

quents and h

At Rome, the women found
conditions almost as deplorable..
"Wh:t we saw in Building H
was shocking,” they reported.
“In Ward 23 ”m:y

e Second Procedure

whojn o
are residing at Willowbrook.”

day for basic care in a
hospital. Ideally, he said, the
base should be §12 a day. i
He said he planned to
Legislature for $60 mijllign;,ad:
ditional next year to.raisesth

“There were many emaci-
ated looking, unclothed males|
lying in bed in their own excre-
ment. The stench was revolt-
ing. These patients are
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the second procedure,
s who do not object may
- fimitted upon petition of a
medr relative or a legal guardian.
' a petition can be made,

y
were sitting on benches, others
sleeping
clothed in underpants only. This
filthy room with defecation on
the floor served as the day
room and dining room for 130
active . Their little
bodies and faces were dirty and
acseninied B Tomeplcture
by -was not totally
a certificate from an examin-|grim, however. ﬁer&l’):ﬂon
h pas-

of

making a decision for himself.

The petition, the department
must

dren and wife of a B

kly
|physician; Mrs. Helen KT"

also of Brooklyn, and
riam

Mfs!
Weinstéin, institutions

ing Rome also includes
s
for

budget to ghat level, . ™

n-
fed in their beds, b&the«si] and| “The use

shaved twice weekly.

“We were ushered to a sub-
basement area where about 15
ambulatory patients were eat-
ing in a dungeon-like, dirty

with a 1

dishwasher belching steam at
one end of the room.”
h;l‘hey found that in a residence

under one|
.mi:;n:m v;:rked alone on the
even ang was expected
to spoonfeed, bathe, diaper and

“Certainly if he saw b
it was unusual, Rumors, h
saﬁ perhaps; I don’t kn
r. Terrence said that ‘only|
three of the state schoojs:
mentally retarded were how|
overcrowded: Willowbrook,
|Rome in Oneida County, and
Wassaic in Dutchess County.
He said a new school would
open soon in Suffolk County

gy

phy or psy
uch a patient may also be(sage:
detained for 60 days or molrle ml-ﬂt Building g?rls, 2
til 15 days after appli- a -18,
until 15 days filing app! Eede el t,geﬂz
atmosphere in the combined

cation to leave. i
The third admission
L e ward and day room. Toys and
games were in .

cedure is based on certification
dren’s court in the district|noticed that clothing rooms|

care for 38

“We were informed,” the re-
port states, “that on many oc-
casions because of lack of time,
some of these children g0 un-|
fed at the evening meal.”

The three authors of the re-

and another — in an aban-
doned Veterans Administration
Hospital—in Sunmount upstate.

By transferring  patients, he
said, the department h«vages to
reduce the number at Willow-
brook to about 4,000, Last July,

of a court of record or chil-
where the mentally retarded|were particularly clean and

person lives or is at the time.

port are members of the ad- 5,363 were there.

Such ion to the court

Senator Ki ,in

statement Thursday, called

jon the Governor to make the
public.

Governor's press secre-

L. McManus, said

, Robert
was “in no sense a refined
" and that it “wouldn't
appropriate” to make it pub-
. Accounts Are Similar

" The

into his background and the
reasons for the application. Il
As of last Aug. 31, the two
downstate schools, Willowbrook
and Letchworth Village, had
waiting lists totaling 156 chil-
dren under 5. In addition, 83
cases were on a pending list
of a social

may be made by a person in|
whose house the alleged mental|
defective is living, or by a par-
ent, use, brother, sister,
child or nearest relative, or by a
friend.

Other petitioners include a
commission of public welfare
or an officer of any
institution or agency. In New!
York City, the Commissioner|
of Hospitals may make petition.

Cer

service study.

The state operates seven ma-
jor schools for the mentally re-
tarded. 'l;hie schools and the

The New York Times obtai

leupyo(thereponyemrday.

It is a 37-page, single-spaced,
tten document, contain-|
g separate reports on each of|

! There was a remarkable simi-
larity between Senator Ken-
sedy’s account of his recent
visits to the Willowbrook and

Rome State schools and the| ed

Women's findings about the!
same institutions, A spokesman
for Senator Kennedy said yes-

in July,

¥ th Village at Thiells|
in  Rockland County, 4128;
Newark State School at New-
ark, N. Y., 2,706; Rome State
School in Rome, 4,456; Syracuse'
State School, 369; Wassaic State
{School in Dutchess County,
|4,178; West Seneca State School
in Erie County, 1,045; and Wil-
lowbrook State School on Staten
Island, 5,363. |

In addition, there are several,
smaller adjuncts of these
schools. The Mount McGregor
Division of the Rome school,
in Wilton, N. Y., has 369 pa-

All petitions, the department
said, must be by
\the certificates of two physi-
cians or of one physician and
one psychologist who have joint-
ly e the person and|
found him in need of treatment.

‘The court may then issue an|
order of admission for obser-
| vation for no more than 60

reques

by either the patient or some-
one on his behalf. |
Should the institution find
‘the patient in need of further
treatment and care, this infor-

visits,
" Following is an excerpt from
investigators’ report on
mmx 20 at Willowbrook,
h is on Staten Island:

[ “In each of the four wards,

mation is filed with a county
clerk and the court then makes
the order final.

All applications of those un-
der 5 years of age must be
approved by the Department of!
“Mental Hygiene. In each case of
a child under 5, a social serv-|
| ice is

tients; the J. N, Adam Hos-
pital in Perrysburg, 339; the,
Willard State Hospital, 473, and,
Gouverneur Hospital in Man-
hattan, 207.

An eighth school, at Tupper|
Lake, is scheduled to open on'
Sept. 20 with facilities for about
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