11, 1965.

a'Il';.lHrSday as “a reproach to us

Yesterday afternoon Dr. Jack
Hammond, director of Willow-
brook, invited the press to take B
an unlimited look at conditions
in the five-story brick building
near the East River waterfront.

A vegr pale boy of 4 with
abnormally thin legs lay in a
narrow bed in a second-floor
ward. Dr. Hammond was asked
if such a child would have to
spend his entire life in bed.

“The prospect is that this
child will never walk,” he said.|
“He has severe cerebra] palsy
and a scissors deformity of the|
legs. But perhaps some day he|

; Hospital at 621 Water Sti cet
on the Lower East Side, &nd|will be less spastic, more com-|.
in

hope there is measured in|fortable, easier to wash or

terms of modest goals.” dress.” . = ) I
One child in the ward was

If a 4-year-old child who squeezing a noise-making rub-
always been fed flat on ‘his/ber duck—Honk, honk, honk.|
back takes food in a Butterfly mobiles, fixed to the|
sitting position, that is a tri- head bars of several  beds,|
umph. The triumphs are f twisted slowly. Two Wwhite-clad

The children there are ,,«-nén- women attendants were going
verbal.” They don’t talk. They|from bed to bed trying to get
are ‘“nonambulatory.” . They|each child to take a smalll
can’'t walk., Most are in what plastic glass of apple juice, It
was once called “the imbecile|was a task requiring great pa-
and idiot range, but now e|tience, e 3 Al
call1 themtaprofoundly :al.lndi V- Dr, Harold Schiller, the manfhas never gholwn any facial ex-
erely retarded,” a physician|in charge at Gouverneur, said|pression at all and you get a %
explained. : » 44§ [two things were necessa% to|faint smile or a grin,” he,said 'sra;f of 59? employes cared for

Gouverneur, a 73-year-old mu-(work with such children: “Pro-|“He does not recognize y&uﬁg the 208 children there.
nicipal institution, was closed|tective mentality, so you don’t|you, but he does recognizé 'a 1 is building, while it’s old,
by the city in March, 1961, as|go home and weep as I did person showing some iq}‘e&est e and clean and it's one
antiquated and inadequate. The|21 years ago — and I was a|in him.” e : # few such institutions any-
state soon rented it as an annex(doctor — and an empathy for| The objective, Dr. Sc'hﬁier ; 3
to the Willowbrook State School|the children. If you don’t have|said, is to “do whatever “you [Where that is not overcrowded,
for the mentally retarded onithem you can’t remain in this|can to make their lives  'as(Dr. Hammond said. “I would
Staten Island, which was over- work for long.” : pleasant as possible.” 4 rajh‘qf have these children here

| crowded. : R There are occasional re-| Gouverneur was reopened forflthan ‘shoved in on top of m:
I | . Willowbrook and other state|wards, he said. retarded children after. the awied :;iatric wardp aOtWiIJI
| i ""whre ‘s I-Sen-| “You walk along and all of|state spent about $100,000 :forj. pe =

| r j a sudden you see g child who’repairs. Dr. Hammond said’ a whrook. 50




