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Dr. Hammond, right, and
Willowbrook to add additi

Senator's“"School- Blast—
Draws Mixed Reactions

By JULIE SUMMERS

Reaction from officials and
parents to Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy’s criticism of Willowbrook
State School was both critical
and favorable today. ;

Parents of patients at the
school have one thing to say,
while others in the “those who
know” group say another.

Kennedy, who visited the
school unannounced described
what he had seen in a state-

ment prepared for the Joint
Legislative Committeeon
Mental Retardation,

Among his statements about
the conditions at the Staten Is-
land institution were assertions
that there are overcrowding|
and understaffing, children
“without exercise, appetite or
strength,” and many living in
filth and rags.

* * *

ACCORDING to Mrs. Jerome
Ellis, a member of the: school's
Board of Visitors, Kennedy!
speaks the truth.

“I agree heartily with every-l
thing he said,” she. remarked |
“The conditions at thé school;

conditi

er accusations of

at Willowbrook 'State School.
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Ernest C. Palcic, senior business officer, point out construction underway at

onal classrooms to

state of things here, but he's,
not having much luck.” |

Mrs. Ellis contended that “it)
is politics; you have to go|
through so much red tape,” that!
any action finally taken is neg-
ligible.

“I have often said that the
place is a snake pit,” she
commented. “The board has
tried to correct conditions, but
we don’t get any cooperation
from the Depariment of Men-
tal Hygiene at all.” ]
She agreed with Kennedy’s|

its school building.’

i
i
1

statement that there is under-
staffing at the institution.

“Of course, there is the prob-
lem of understaffing; also of
not proper pay,” she said. “The
staff numbers are so small that
the children cannot be taken
care. of adequately.”

* * *

C. ERNEST SMITH, chair-
man of the Board of Visitors,
disagreed with the senator and
Mrs. Ellis on most points.

“I'll admit that conditions arc

(Continued on Page 8)

What RFK Said: .

The first shock waves of Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy's blast at
conditions under which the re-
tarded live in state institutions
shook the schools he. described
—Willowbrook and Rome State
Schools. " The Staten Island fa-
cility was particularly singled
out for withering criticism.

The full text of his message
before the meeting in the Bronx
of the Joint Legislative Com-
mittee on Mental Retardation

are terrible. Dr. (Jack) Ham |and Physically Handicapped ad-
mond (director of the institu-ded up to a much wider indict-
tion) came in last year under ment for the “intolerable” sit-
intolerable conditions. He is uation.

trying very hard to improve the| “At’ the outset,” Kennedy

began, “I want to make clear

that all of us bear full re-

sponsibility for these people

and for the lives they lead!”

He went on to say: “The rec-|
ognized standards for these in-
stitutions are here in a pam-
phlet of the American Associa-
tion on Mental Deficiency. You
can open it to almost any page
and measure another way in
which we fail to meet these
standards.

* * *

“BUT BECAUSE we know so
so much—because we know how
much can be done for the re-

(Continued on Page 8)




fadhout tranquilizers, some
E butt their brains out
8 a wall,” he declared.
denied the charge that

er patients were thrown
 with  older .ones,. but:.con.
ceded this was done “really’
in the past “when the patient
. represented a danger to

his own age.”
"~ The young-looking patients
who Kennedy saw with older
men were actually “‘immature
appearing,” Hammond = main-
tained.
/

* 2k *

HE TOOK the newsmen on a
short tour of the i ounds, sfart.
ing with a visit to one of the
buildings for children under 5,
where Kennedv had visited on

« Sept. 1.

Some children were at play,

while others, spastic ~in their
_ movements, were tied by de-
vices to cribs.

The room, a sea of white crib
sheets, was clean and bright
and a dozen or so youngsters
were playing in a side area.

A hydrocephalic girl sat in
a wheelchair. She told re-

. porters that her name was

Diane and that it was her
birthday. But most of the
. children couldn’t talk and
" .were able to utter only noises.
/+" Spastic children rocked back
-and forth, their limbs a blur of
»movement. i
* ““Some children can’t have
toys,” Hammond explained. “If
they’re soft, they’ll put them
in their mouth ‘and actually
choke on them.” .

Others, he said would break
heavier toys and use them as
weapons. :

* x x

THE SENATOR visited on a
' “bleak, overcast, damp morn-
ing,” Hammond said, and made
rounds of huildings after chil-
dren who had been out playing
were brought in for lunch.

He said Kennedy was “mis-
taken” in many of the allega-
tions, such as the institution’s
not having a “certified pedia-
trician.” There is one specialist
and five other full-time physi-
‘cians assigned to the buildings
for children under 5, he said.

Dr. Hammond said that
brutality was rare and that,
“‘on the rare occasion that an
employe slapped a patient,”
he was dealt with through
administrative procedure.
There are 58 Willowbrook chil-
dren who work in homes as do-
mestics or in industry under a
program to prepare them for
life outside, he explained.

They receive a minimum
wage of 75 cents an hour ‘for
domestics and a training wage
of 94 cents an hour in industry,
he said.

* *x %
HE DENIED that children
had to walk over beds to get

"cryowded,""v 4beﬂass§rted,, %

hes. Aute N ‘»?u'e h‘pv.b]e iy
overcrowding has been r¢duced(” . " PR
considerably in' the: pagt - few th:ﬁ::lll:lm s
years. The" rest “of "what "Sen:| ' [C1 S/ &0 Mlmobl'e [al
Kennedy sa,idﬂg,‘absoljgtelyhuq- confined- to <bed," but ‘‘every
true. " r Eageler T T

§ time I visit her, she is clean.
Focin my- pinion;”” he con-
IR i o B

Her skin ‘and" hair are " kept

‘end,” ‘ she' added, “and = al-
though T can’t speak for the
children, in the other build-
ings, T know that in the infant
ward there’s nothing the youn-
sters don’t have. There are
bikes, toys — anything they
can use, they have. They have
at least as much as they

cause it was summer and
most of 'the children were
outdoors. Usually the merry-
go-round and the slides (which
Sen. Kennedy/ claimed were
empty of chiflren) get good
play from the patients.”
Parents tended to take ex-
r-;»ztign l:od Kgnned%"s'remarks' could  get at home.
anc backed themselves up with| ' oo thank God we have
such statements as “it’s better S -
here than at other places” and places like ' Willowbrook to aid

7 : children like mine who cannot
the , children are  always|} . cared for .at home,” she
clean, ¢ said. £
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SALVATORE . SCARCELLA,
whose son has been at Willow-
brook for about 10 years, had
a basis of comparison for his
remarks.

“My son was in the Wassaic
State School in_ upstate New

MRS. BRUCE PETERSEN,
whose 6-year-old daughter has
been at the Island school for.
three years, declared: “I have
to agree that they are under-
staffed and overpopulated. But
in the infant building - where my

t <him ' her
uand,“he, ‘ i
brook ‘are  m
they were ‘there.
“Up there, the smgiie
<50 ‘bad - that. I couldn't*even.
eat a sandwich in the build-

¢ T N e e e ap T % illowbrook,”
‘Tecreation’ rooms empty ' be- | I'm up there every’ week t's” clean,” Maybe they don't

Rave much help, but t take
good ‘care of my son. I don't
see anything wrong with it. He
is nice and clean every time I
visit and he gets a haircut once
a month.” !
L

MRS. ISRAEL EPSTEIN,
president of the Benevolent So«
ciety for Retarded Children, the;
parents’ organization at Willow-
rook, said-Sen. Kennedy spoke
the truth.

“The parents have been com-
plaining about these things for
aite’ a long time,” she said,
"but conditions won’t improve
until the unrealistic pay scale
qurrently in effect is improved.
. “No pediatrician is going to
take the money he can make
;at the school over the money
. he could earn in private prac-
tice. Neither is a speech ‘or
hearing therapist. i

She reiterated Mrs. Ellis’

What RFK Said:

(From Page 1) “retardation was a dirty word.

We brought the probl f re-

tarded—there can be no ex e e o %

for inaction, What weoc:nc?lf: tardation out 'mto thfa sunlight.’

we must do—to work with these| Berman said that it was “un-

people not to what we think is| ealistic to think you can build

the limit of their ability, but to| 2 s_e]ﬁu'ate institution for_ each

the very limit of our ability to| Child” and that professionals

help them fulfill their poten-| iM the field “have to work with
tial. .. the tools they have.”

“But much more must be| He said that when he resign-
done; the time is now; the bur-{ed in January 1964, he left a
den is ours. In the year 1965,|“‘going institution.” 1
that such conditions such as b SORE S
those that I saw exist in this KENNEDY, in a'referenge to
great state is a reproach to us|Dr Hammond, said that the Wil-

L ! lowbrook director had recog-

“Reaction to Kennedy’s viv- |nized the need for training per-
id depiction of “what shock- sonnel, teachers and therapists,
ed and saddened him” was |but had been turned down by
not limited to officials of the |the budget division.
state Mental Hygiene Depart- | The senator said the state
ment. e ! |agency, “while willing to pro-

District Attorney John M.|vide additional custodial person-
Braisted Jr., who has for|nel, has not been willing to pro-
months been conducting a grand|vide the necessary program
jury investigation into Willow- help.” i

{|statement that conditions were,

terrible when Dr. Hammond ar-
rived' at the institution. “He has
been a big help in correcting
some things already, such as

{the closure of admissions,” -shr

said. ;

brook, said he “was aware” of Kennedy outlined a program
most of what Kennedy had to| for achieving improvements
say. i that included obtaining help

Braisted, who said he was| from the federal government,
about halfway through the using volunteers and student

probe which was prompted by| help and on the job trainin
three accidental deaths, held out prol;rams. e .

the possibility that he may in- e .
vite the senator to testify be- meTtheKc:;trtzgl prop(ilems St e
; “ : ; y said.

fore the jury “to see if he has “We cannot tolerate a new

anything material 1to contri- snake pit in New York.”

bute.” (st
The jury convenes Sept. 22.

. * * *

DR. HAROLD H. BERMAN
of 800 Victory .Blvd.; Silver
Lake, who preceded Dr. Jack
Hammond as director at Willow-
brook, said the institution had
broken new ground in treating

to their own, as Kennedy claim-
ed. but acknowledged that in

the retarded.
“When we started,” he said,
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