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Willowbrook Boy's Death

Conditions at  Willowbrook
State School—where Friday the
second scalding death in three
months occurred—will be ex-
plored for a grand jury next
month, District Attorney John
M. Braisted disclosed yester-

3

day. :

~ Braisted launched a formal
investigation into 10-year-old
John K. Taylor's death as he
met with a group of parents
whose youngsters are at the in-
/ stitution for the retarded. The
Jparents told the prosecutor that
deficiencies at the huge facility
can be traced to an inadequate
budget.
The severely retarded young-

The other resident, Frank Har-
ber, 42, died last February.
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" Braisted said he will begin
presenting evidence in con-
~nection with the boy’s death
to the June term of the grand
jury. He indicated that the
grand jury may be held over
until the investigation is com-
" pleted.
Braisted yesterday inter-.
viewed Harber’s ‘mother,
Mrs. Mary Harber of Brooklyn,
but would not comment on what
information she provided.
The district attorney said he
anticipates a “lengthy” investi-
gation into the child’s death. He
said the matter was being put
over to the June grand jury be-

the unrealistic budget is respon-
sible for a situation whereby
there are not enough employes
to handle the number of resi.
dents. Employes are underpaid
and this had led to inadequate.
personnel, they said.

The delegation, members
‘of Willowbrook Chapter,
Benevolent Society for Re-
{arded Children, New York
State Assdciation for Re-
tarded Children, was led by:
Mrs. Shirley Epstein of Ja-
maica, Queens.

Braisted said the delegation
made a “great many com-
plaints” about operations at the
school extending over a numbet
of years, but its primary pur:
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pose was to seek a *‘thorough
d: com investigation.”
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% "By RAYMOND A. WITTEK

Dr. Ham m o n d agreed with
critics of the admittedly over-

attract prospective employes to
the school, Dr. Hammond

who care very much for the
welfare of the patients.”

Dr. Jack Hammond director
. of Willowbrook State School,
“ expressed the hope yesterday
. Tthat the state Legislature would
** restore most of $5 million which
. ‘it.cut from the state Mental Hy-
i giene Department’s budget for
¢+« the fiscal year beginning April

1 ; i

pointed out that the Legislature
voted pay raises for the most
of the school’s employes.

He noted that new atten-
dants, for example, with a
minimum education, receive
$3,915 a year to start and may
earn over $5,000 after 10
years. In.addition, he said,
there are promotional oppor-

Dr. Hammond was questioned:
after he conferred for two hours
yesterday with * District At-
torney John M. "Braisted Jr.
The district attorney is con-
ducting an investigation into thej. .
death of a 10-year-old mentallj

crowded school who claimed it
was understaffed, but he placed
the blame. {or . the. situation
largely on the shoulders of the
Legislature for failing to ap-
propriate tfe necessary funds
to hire sufficient personnel.

"Even if the Legislature
{ should . approve the supple-
mental budget and the school

retarded boy at the school las.
Friday. The boy was fatally

" Action on the -budget cut scalded while being _given:,

s -may be: forthcoming: shortly | was o' hire 200 more em- | tunities at hlgl\ﬁkww“‘}; p
i when the Legislature con- ployes, the number would | able to them. g, yotyd g 1 1!
-7+ venes to consider the supple- | gill fall far short of the 440 . ;

Dr. Hammong
cent crificism™¢ ,
school’s personmel: % N
' “The vast majority of our em?"
ployes have worked here for
many years,” he said. ‘“They
are stable, dependable people

mental budget of the Ilygiene | additional employes he orig-
- Depariment and other depart- inally requested, Dr. Ham-
¢ ments, Dr., Hammond said. | ‘mond said. ' - :

If-';‘ ~"The $5 million ‘eut ' included|  The doctor “said Willowbrook
i1, about $2 million that was ear-|State School will operate on 2
*marked for schools for the men- budget ‘of $13 million for the
., tally retarded, 'Dr. Hammond '
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