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WILLOWBROOK'S CITY OF 6,000

State School Opened

By ALFRED G. HAGGERTY
SECOND OF FIVE ARTICLES

Willowbrook opened about six
vears late. World War II in-
terrupted with most of the =
buildings nearly completed, and © | :
it wasn't until October 1947, that i
the first patients were admitted. |

In the meantime, the fed-
eral government used the
property for Halloran Gener-
al Hospital during the war
and Halloran Veterans Ad-
ministration Hospital after
the war.

Things didn’t go smoothly for
‘or Willowbrook even in the
>eginning.

When it was first proposed, a
1earing was held in St. George.
“orty-one civic spokesmen op-
rosed the institution and eight
avored if. Despite the opposi-
ion, the plans moved forward.

Even when the state got back FUN FOR ALL—The merry-go-round, purchased for
bout 40 per cent of the sitt Willowbrook by the Willowbrook Chapter of the
! 1847, its problems weren't  Benevolent Society for Retarded Children, is one

it AP, of the children’s favorite forms of recreation. This

1

is only one of many things given to the school by the
society. This is one of the extras which the state
can’t always provide. N

DR. FRANK B. GLASSER, .
ow acting director, has been| quately care for youngsters of|the institution was already
¢ Willowbrook from the be-|this age. filled beyond its new capacity
inning. Dr. Harold H. Berman Lo e - |and ready for further expansion.
as director from Feb. 1 1949,) IN MARCH 1952, with the in-| ppic came in the form of a
nfil last Dec. 31, when he re.|Stitution about filled to capacity.|joa50 making five floors in the
red." the state appropriated $5 mil-| iy building of Gouverneur
“It was difficult in the be-/llon for an expansion program Hospital, Manhattan, an annex
innin g,” Dr. Glasser said. “We|consisting of six :Ee__sz:m:,‘_nm. for Willowbrook. There are now
ad some big. empty v::&:nm,esu EXORLAIN yas mun me,_mwm *1200 patients there.
ad that was all. With the war./Bowever, and no w o.wr Was' Meanwhile, Gov. Rockefel-,
me priorities lifted, we had Started until March 1955. ler announced that a mew
difficult time getting equip-|
ent and found trouble getting| was started, the program was | in mental retardation would
e necessary help.” halted. Finally, in March of | be erected at Willowbrook,
The Veterans Administra- | 1957, work on five ultra-mod- | Plans for this are continuing’
ion stayed until the sum- | ern infirmary-type buildings | to progress.
uer of 1951. When Halloran | was started. The new, “federally - aided
"A Hospital went out of exis- | The expansion program was facility will be known as the
ence, Willowbrook had 2,840 |later expanded o include an|New York State Institute in
atienis, |addition to the laundry plant|Mental Deficiency. Although op-
Willowbrook brought about aland new kitchen and dining|erating independently, it will
gnificant change in the care|facilitics and the price was in-make extensive use of the med-|
mentally retarded in Newcreased to $8!3 million. ical and scientific facilities at!
vk State. The program was completed the school.

Before the school opened, no in November 1960, making Wil- By 8

d “under 5 years of age—'lowbrook the largest treatment ALTHOUGH Willowbrook
h rare exceptions—was ad- and carc center for the men- has stopped — at least for the,
ted to a state school for the tal v retarded in the nation, present—growing in size, it

» | continues to grow in the mc:_.J

,u:.:_.,.qa:_a.i,._.wn:i:_m -
s that #% ““Cis could ad-| LESS THAN a year later, and effectiveness of its work.

Alter one patient building | institution for basic research-|.

At least one important train-| The institution has a mnr::;
ing program at the school was|for practical nurses, which be-|
made possible by legislation|gan in 1961. In its efforts to|
passed only a few years ago.|alleviate to some extent the

These are classes held for |critical shortage of nurses. Most
trainable children — those too |of the students come from the
severely retarded to take aca- ‘no_ munity.
demic subjects but able to L.:aiu_ﬁow also offers train-
ing! to ng students from
Before the legislation, there |stafe hospit and employe:
-mvailable o |wh¢ wish to advance or enter
. other more needed jo

SCHOOL BELL RINGS—Girls are led
to one of the many types of classes
held daily for the children at Willow-
brook State School. The aim is to have

every child reach his highest possible
potential. In the background is the
largest building at the institution.
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