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A young patient’s first day at Willowbrook State
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and is welcomed by a nurse; then she hides her head
as a nurse and a doctor take notes to plan her care;

27, 1963 €7

room she gets an’ Eu&mom of an

. child marks every step of the way.
erstanding of the retarded ; 52 . $

8chool: She arrives with her mother for admission
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and mentality,

to combat on the outside,

to improve the patient’s condition

Infectious diseases are difficult
but
they are even more difficult in
an institution of this size, Togeth-
er with the staff of the depart-|P:
ment of pediatrics of New York

velopment, budgeting, manual and|for retarded children. A limited
non-manual work skills, sociallnumber of applications from the
security, job applications and|community are processed.
current events. A second session| In September 1962, five Island
is on-the-job training. women who were not state em-
The teacher functions as a job|ployes were accepted. Several ap-
training supervisor and a liaison|plications are being processed
agent between the school and the|now for the class to be admitted -
training facilities. An increasing|in September. 1963. Students re-

For Research, Treatment :=:

In an article which appeared in this paper in April last year the dynamic
growth of Willowbrook State School was described. It was the purpose at that time to
acquaint Staten Islanders with the work and aims at this institution. This article is to
describe the further growth

3 uing.

of this institution and to| The character of the institu- |be achieved only with the mutual| were recent Teports .
discuss the various pro-| tion, under the auspices of the cooperation of all disciplines that| 2nd dical Mtérature | The
”  grams adapted to the chang-| Department of Mental Hygiene form the therapeutic team head- wﬂm ﬁ..u ot Gamx Syet,

1 Center, studi
measles
o and German measles are contin-

During the recent outbreak
of measles in New York City,
only a few cases were report.
ed at Willowbrook State School,
and this was the result of su
cessful immunization, - /There

number of patients has been|ceive all their instruction at Wil-
placed successfully in the com-|lowbrook. The instruction is fol-
munity in various job areas, such|lowed by practice at Willowbrook,
as sewing machine operators, por-|Richmond Memorial Hospital and
ters, day to day housework, con-|Sea View Hospital and Home.
struction work, etc. It is hoped| willowbrook State School con-
that a greater number of employ-|siders itself to be a part of the
ﬁﬁﬁwm owgom zw_ﬁ ity. in which it is situated
1S recelv m NIring and js doing everything possible
the retarded to do unskilledity cooperate with the community
work, = -ssgpots agencies, The first Thursday of
* * » each month is set aside as a
THE SCHOOL for Practicallregular day for visits by profes-

retarded pupils reached their ter-
minal point in education, they
lost inferest in school and look-
ed forward to the time when they
could leave school for work, * .
ience showed, “how-
those .pupils were not
tely prepared for indepen-

of the State of New York, has s
undergone radical changes, The ed by the physicians.
institution stopped being a place * x %
of isolation and segregation and | RESEARCH continues to be an
has become more and more a |integral part of the over-all pro-
medical center for research |gram of Willowbrook State School.
and treatment, Each discipline has its own re-|the hereditary substance
Hospital Division of Willowbrook| There is no field in medicine|search goals. The medical and i
. /State School, houses 200 patients.|which is so dependent upon other|psychiatric department has been|progressing rapidly. . The
The employe population grew to|disciplines as is the field of men- actively engaged in the evalua-|fluence of various
; tal deficiency. Good results canltion of various treatments used!

State School prides dtself
being an active ‘participant
this development, = \w

ing views and aspects in the
field of mental deficiency.
At present the patient population
at Willowbrook State School is
over 6,100. Our annex in Manhat-
tan, known as the Gouverneur

n ment,in the community,

Research into the mystéries of

the cell nucleus, and especially
ain-| time school, half-time work train-|

Nursing at Willowbrook Stat 1 and no-professional groups.
School was established by the de-| Visitors participate in clinical
partment in 1961 primarily to|demonstrations and lectures and
meet the needs of the schools|then tour treatment centers and
for retarded children and ultimat-|buildings where the patients re-
ely to improve the care given to|side, Some colleges include these
; the children in these institutions.|trips as a regular field trip for
benefiting from this program. Most of the students in the|courses in pediatrics, social scien-

One session per day is devoted|school for practical nursing are|ces, psychiatry and community

dent vocational and social adjust-

A work experience gained
in on-me-job training seemed to
offer the best possibilities. A half-
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ing program for adults between
the .ages of 17 and 21 was in-|
stituted by the end of December|

glands on the mentality and 1961 At present, 112 pupils are

to job information, personal de-|recruited from the state schools'resources.
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