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By ERWIN ENDRESS

State authorization for long-
sought expansion in the num-
ber of employes at Willowbrook
State School was announced to-
day by former Municipal Court|
Judge C. Ernest Smith, chairman|
of the institution’s board of visi-|
tors. The boost will add to Wil-
lowbrook's status as Staten Is-
land’s largest employer,

Already the largest center for
the -care and treatment of the
mentally retarded in the nation,
Willowbrook is allowed a 10 per|
cent increase in its ward em-
ploye rolls through an allowance
for 129 new attendant positions,
elfective Thursday.

Smith said the increase comes
after “long effort” hy the board
of visitors and Willowbrook’s
officials for the boost. He term-
ed the change as “a great step
forward in the care of child-
ren.” There are 6,000 patients
on Willowbrook’s rolls.

The board chairman said the
boost came after he and other
members of the board “prevailed
on Gov. Rockefeller and Dr.

payroll—already $8 million a year,
—by nearly a half million dol-
lars at the outset.

The overall increase, accord-
ing to Dr. Harold Berman, Wil-
lowbrook’s director, will be
$450,000 the first year, and ul-
timately will rise to more than
$560,000 as a result of the new
Jjob allowances. Aftendants will
start at $3,400 a year, .

The hike in the number of at-
tendants will increase those em-
ployed in that capacity on the
Willowbrook staff from the pres-
ent 1,060 to 1,189,

Also on the ward service staff
are 63 attendants in supervisory|
grades, 25 practical nurses and
55 registered nurses.

* X %

INDICATIVE of the need for|
registered nurses at Willowbrook
is the fact that those now on the
staff comprise only about a third
of the 163 registered nurse posi-
tions allowed for at the school by
the state Mental Hygiene Depart-
ment.

Dr. Berman said a letter
from Commissioner Hoch yes-
terday indicated also a forth-
coming in in the num-

(Paul H.) Hoch, of
| the Department of Mental Hy-
| giene, to bring about this im-

provement.”
* %
THE number of Willowbrook's
vl 2 i
- n_gw._&au will exceed 2,000—going

Yesult o b

worked out,” Dr. Hoch told Ber-

ber of dining room employes at
the Island institution.

“Final details (on the dining|
room increase) have not yet been
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gram which Willowbrook operates| licensed practical nurses
in conjunction with Richmond| being filled, so far as poss
Memorial Hospijtal, X
x x % dants,
Smith stated the institutio
been “short-handed” in the

by persons employed as al

and by a commensurate increase
in pay. e * X

He explained that this, In| “YEAR AFTER YEAR,'|
turn, does not in ilsell increase |said, “these requests have
the need for atiendants sinee {cut out of the b ¥
some work normally dome by} He said he felf certain

patient register has grown.

" is | of visitors and Dr, Berman payroll, none has as many Is-| dry plant, the latter now near- |tion on a site adjoining Willow-
, | brought about the impr langd resi in its employe. ing brook, both slated for construc-
- | The efforts included a trip to | Indicative, however, of the di In February, the Mental Hy-|tion next year.

Albany to discuss the problem |mensions of the Willowbrook Pay-|giene Department announced a, More than 200 of Willow-

as| with state authorities. roll is the fact that it equals the new $1.3 million construction pro-| brook’s patients are being treat-

Other members of the board of|$8% million spent in recent years|gram at Willowbrook-to provide| ed at Gouverneur Hospital,

ser-| visitors, who are appointed by|on a vast structural expansion|19 two-story dining halls, each to| Manhattan, where the Island in-
k’s/the governor, are Mrs.Edna West-|program which greatly i d|serve buildings in which non-am-| -

berg, William M. Braybrooks,|the number of patients SEnr?EmSQ patients are housed, Only two other state institutions

Jerome O, Ellis, Samuel A. Tur-/may be treated there. | ) for the mentally retarded come

helvey and James J. Murphy. The expansion program has | THE MENTAL Hygiene De-|near to Willowbrook's size. They

_ * ok ox brought Into existence six new |partment also plans fo constructiare Rome (N.Y.) State School

| ALTHOUGH the payrolls of| infirmary buildings, a large (a 3,000-bed mental hospital in|and Letchworth Village in Thiells,

at some of the Island’s larger in.| modern kitchen and an addi- |Ocean Breeze and a new re-both with patient registers of

d |dustries exceed the owbrook| tion to Willowbrook’s big laun- |search center on mental retarda-|about 5,000,




