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Slafed for Wlllowbrook

A new research mstltute for mental retardatlon planned for Staten Island by

giene, will be constructed on a- site adJommg

the State Department’of Mental Hy

Willowbrook State School.-

When announcement of the pro-
ject was ‘made . recently there
were indications it might be built
on the site of the planned men-
tal ‘hospital in Ocean Breeze.
" Dr. Paul H. Hoch, commission
er of the department, clarified

“this yesterday' in a conference
with Assemblyman Lucio F. Rus-
s0. Both the hospital at Ocean
Breeze and the research center
at Willowbrook are slated for
‘eogstriétion next year, according

?, Mssemblyman
ssioner Hoch explain-

Vthdt we have a research

“ center now at Willowbrook State

"W under the supervision

ﬂ Di‘ Harold H. Berman medi-

*‘cal director of the institution,”
Russo said. “This center will
continue. The department is
seeking to begin construction
next year of an additional re-
search institute on an adjoin-
ing site which will operate un-
der the direction of Dr. George
A. Jervis.

“While patients at Willowbrook
State School will benefit directly
and probably figure in the re-
search, the center will be a se-
parate institution. Dr. Hoch said
that a second such research in-
stitution is planned for a com-
munity on Long Island and that
the cost of both has been estima-
ted,”at $5.5 million.” '
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THE ASSEMBLYMAN said the
commissioner noted, however,
that while these funds have been
included in the new state budget,
the Senate Finance Committee is
seeking to -cut $30 million from
the budget before it is acted on
by the Legislature. Included in its
proposed., deletions,. ara, the two
' research centers.

" Russo | said" that the Depart-
‘ment’ of Mental Hygiene and the
i state’director- of the ‘budget  are
fﬂghtigg to prevent the items from
being stricken from the budget. .
A “If they are dropped, he said,

’lﬁeffortwillhemadetoin—
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clude the funds in next year’s
budget. This would mean that
construction could not start un-
til 1964.°

".Dr."Hoch told Russo that the
mental: hospital project at South
Beach will be built under ‘the
jurisdiction of the Department of

Public Works, but that the state|

as yet has not obtained com-
plete title .to all parcels in the
200-acre tract

CONSTRUCTION is expected to
start next year, with the initial
buildings to provide ‘accommoda-
tions for 800 patients.

Original plans called for a 3,-
000-bed hospital. Whether the in-

stitution will . ultimately be en-

larged to meet orxgmal plans is
indefinite at present, Russo said.

“The Ocean Breeze hospital,”
said Russo, “is to be built pri--
marily to meet the needs of
State Islanders who have mem-
bers of their familles in state |
institutions.
“Of course, patients from other|
boroughs will also be treated
here, but Commissioner Hoch has
assured me that its principal pur-
pose will be to serve: Staten Is-
landers, to make it unnecessary
for their families to have to.tra-
vel to Long Island or upstate in<]
stitutions, -as is now thejcase.”

The institution will alsow:dey
out-patient treatment, ,;tho com-
mlssmner told Russoe. 5




